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By Jenna Caputo

I f Brian Hickey had to be boiled down to 
one phrase, that might be the one. A 

dedicated, smart, entrepreneurial young 
man who has excelled in everything he has 
touched. Brian is not just a runner, not just a 
student, but a portal for real change both in 
his local community and internationally as he 
pursues his passion for making a difference 
where it counts most.

Starting off as a soccer player in elemen-
tary school, Brian fell into running after the 
annual interschool one-mile cross country 
race in sixth grade, when he received an invi-
tation letter to join the Shaker High School 
cross country team. Brian decided to join the 
freshman team in seventh grade and ended 
up competing in cross country, indoor, and 
outdoor track all through junior high and high 
school. While on the team, Brian saw that 
Shaker running had a lot of potential and tal-
ent. Knowing that running in general doesn’t 
get a lot of coverage, and that he enjoyed 
technology and website development, Brian 
decided to start shakerrunning.com – a site 
that for � ve years was devoted to coverage 
of the team and included articles, interviews, 
photos, recruiting info, and content related to 
the team and the sport of running. The site 
received both local and national attention 
as Brian became a liaison to both state and 
national sites as well.

During this time, Brian also held a part 
time job at local running store, Fleet Feet 
Sports, but his interests were not limited 
to just running, he wanted to make a differ-
ence too. This past summer, he continued 
to work toward this mission as an intern in 
Boston, working for Janji – a company that 
designs socially conscious running apparel. 
Each piece is designed around the culture of 
the country it sponsors, and a portion of the 
proceeds goes to help those communities 
receive clean water and proper nutrition. The 
mission behind it is not only about awareness 
for one day during a big race, but to show 
support for others through everyday training.

In fact, this socially conscious com-
ponent is something that has been a part 
of Brian’s life since he was very young. He 
grew up with his parents emphasizing the 
importance of � nding ways to give back in 
both the local community and the world. He 
became involved in several volunteer proj-
ects throughout elementary and junior high, 
and then served as president of the Students 
Organized for Service group in high school.

His passion for improving Uganda’s edu-
cation opportunities began in high school. 
After meeting Susan, a young girl from 
Uganda who had traveled to the US with her 
guardian for burn treatments, he realized that 
she may return home physically healthier, but 
would still have a limited future without the 
proper educational opportunities. Several 
families in the area donated some money, 
and together, they were able to raise enough 
to fund her schooling. However, there are so 
many other children like her in Uganda.

The experience was enough to spark 
Brian’s mission and he has now been involved 
in the education cause in Uganda for the 
past � ve years. Working through the Engeye 
Scholars program, Brian has worked – both 
through his own monetary contributions and 
his service – to help provide educational 
opportunities to children in Ugandan villages. 
He created the initial website for the program, 
and then he and another teen started the 
Engeye Teen Connection while in high school 
to get more teenagers involved in the cause. 
The group worked initially to raise $10,000 for 
textbooks and other school supplies.

Brian was then fortunate enough to travel 
to Uganda in July 2011 to personally deliver 
the supplies himself and teach classes at a 
local school. Subsequent fundraisers helped 
provide solar panels for one of the schools, 
clean water initiatives, and funds are cur-
rently being collected to build an Education, 
Business and Training Center for the village 
to assist in developing self-sustaining busi-
ness opportunities for the community (see: 
engeye.org/education/scholars-projects).

Hearing about the Microsoft Youthspark 
Challenge for Change contest, Brian decided 
to enter his program and ultimately became 
one of the prestigious � ve national 2013 win-
ners. Microsoft Youthspark is an initiative that 
partners with non-pro� ts, government, and 
businesses to create opportunity for youth 
around the world. The goal is to empower 
today’s youth to realize their full potential by 
providing them with the tools they need to 
make change happen. The contest was look-
ing for entries from students that would use 
Microsoft products as part of their service 
proposal to help people and communities. 
The winners each received $2,500 to con-
tribute to their volunteer projects, a Microsoft 
technology product bundle, and a three-week 
trip to Kenya for volunteer and service to 
assist in building the schools, teaching, and 
interacting with the Kenyan people through 
the program.

At the end of August 2013, Brian returned 
from Kenya with a greater understanding of 
not only another culture, but an awareness 
of the mutually bene� cial relationships and 
opportunities that occur when youth are pro-
vided with opportunities to travel and work 
side-by-side for causes greater than their 
own self interest. This latest experience pro-
vided Brian with an expanded commitment 
to global service.

If you spoke to Brian, you would never 
realize all the amazing accomplishments he 
has had in his short 19 years. He has made 

much more of a mark on the world than many 
of us will get to do in a lifetime. He is a mod-
est young man, so you would never know 
about his awards and scholarships. He likely 
won’t tell you about his contributions to his 
running team, or as his previous coach, David 
Stadtlander says, the fact that his website 
and his strength as an athlete became more 
and more impressive as the years went by. 
“His dedication and commitment to the team 
was unprecedented in my 15 years here. He 
gave everything. He was my go-to guy for a 
lot of years. He’s the complete package, a 
coach’s dream, and a great all-around kid.”

The student of change is not done. His 
dedication and hard work that started with 
Shaker running and continued with the ETC is 
now being realized in Uganda, and making a 
difference for the kids and community there. 
All of this while still only in his second year of 
college. The possibilities are endless….

To see Brian’s Microsoft Challenge 
for Change video, click on the Education 
& Economic Opportunities entry: micro-
soft.promo.eprize.com/studentcontest/
gallery?entry_id=728. For information on the 
project in Uganda, visit: engeye.org/educa-
tion/scholars-projects. 

Jenna Caputo (silverpenproductions.com) 
is a freelance writer and ballroom dance 
instructor based in Saratoga Springs. She 
also enjoys yoga, Zumba, and other fun 
outside adventures in her spare time.
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Brian Hickey
A Student of Change  AGE: 19

 FAMILY: Mom, Elaine; Dad, Michael; 
Brother, Greg (first-year 
Brown University student)

 RESIDENCE: Loudonville
 EDUCATION: Second-year at Babson 

College; Business major 
with concentration in 
Entrepreneurship and 
Marketing; 2012 Shaker 
High School graduate 

 PRIMARY SPORTS: Running cross country 
and track at Babson

◀   RUNNING IN KENYA WITH 
HIS JANJI APPAREL.

▲   HELPING BUILD A 
SCHOOL IN RURAL KENYA.

 (TOP LEFT) TEACHING UGANDAN STUDENTS IN 2011.

▲   HELPING BUILD A 
SCHOOL IN RURAL KENYA.
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