to your heart.”
This is a lesson that Dave Stumpf,

18, Dave knew that he didn’t want
to live the way he already had. So he

the two together to start his own
everywhere and pretty soon the phone
started ringing. It was a “we come to
Dave drove door to door to try to
drum up new clients.

he would push the thought aside
he decided to listen to that voice and

tell you to always go with those voices
in your head. Don’t ever push those

make can totally change the whole
direction of your life,” he says.

some detailing work for the shop
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agreed, not knowing that the new
skill would eventually turn into a
whole new life for him. While at the
another technician. Dave was instantly

Jack left the shop to open his own
wasn’t quite over.

putting on the wrong color pinstripe.

CLIFTON PARK Neighbors

saw an ad for
his current
location
Garage on
Central
Avenue in

The owner, who was an aggressive,
and among a few other choice words,
told Dave that, “Some people have it.
Some people don’t. And you just don’t
have it.”
“It messed with me,” says Dave.

and found himself in the usual

making mistakes along the way.

decided to
take a look. It
was perfect,

later, he has almost 10 employees, is

he couldn’t

facility to 10,000 and is in negotiation

continued
working as
a contractor for the dealers. Things
himself and question if he was making

Dave quickly learned the trade all the

and easy process for his customers.
110%. I just want to tell you one thing,
though – I don’t know many people
like you. When you say you’re going
to do something, you do it. Any time

love it. I get to do something I love
every day. I like making people happy.
They trust me. My employees trust
me. It’s not just my family I have
knowing that people trust in my

sometimes. It’s like what they say
at the awards shows – without that

The lessons he has learned to get to
this point in his life are ones he wants
to share with anyone that has a dream
make it in their own lives. “Don’t ever
take what someone else says. Believe

I don’t know how you make it. We are
a team. Without her help, I don’t think
yourself up and do it again. Surround
yourself with good people and follow
your heart. The sky’s the limit!”

the world of the dealers. With their
high demand workload, Dave learned
how to do good work fast and he

March 2016

hard work. Now he has the resources

ready to call it quits. Literally standing
out in the rain, he called his wife. “She

his wrist in an accident and had to
leave. Dave moved around, working

technicians in the area.

Dave is a very straightforward,

was his greatest supporter and she
encouraged him to follow his heart.

side.

Jack for some advice, and the two
men ended up joining forces to work
together. Jack convinced Dave to

It worked. It was another lesson for
Dave. “If you don’t put yourself out
there, if you don’t go after something
you don’t think you can do – you just
never friggin’ know.”

a story to share? Nominate your
upcoming issues! Contact us at jcaputo@

rent, then they could get an additional

7

