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Dear  CLIFTON PARK RESIDENTS
Happy March!
The days are finally beginning to get lighter, and as we head out of 

the winter months into spring fever, we are often hit with the “bug” to 
get things done! Spring is a great time to start cleaning out the house, 
clearing away both physical and emotional clutter.

Are you looking to declutter your house or place of business? If so, 
check out our article on p. 10 about the best way to clean out and raise 
productivity.

Thinking of selling? Be sure your house is priced right for your area. 
Check p. 5 for more information.

Want to freshen up your landscaping and maybe add a new fence or 
gate? Say hi to our new sponsors, Precision Gate & Fencing (p. 9). They 
have an excellent array of options for every situation!

Want to find an easy solution to slippery floors during the rainy 
months ahead? Cheryl from Slip Stoppers (p. 4) has the answer!

As always, there are many great events happening in the area to help 
with all those spring cleaning tasks, as well as supporting the many 
wonderful charities in our area.

I want to hear – what are you planning on doing for this spring? Hit 
us up on the Clifton Park Neighbors Facebook Page and let us know!

Jenna

CLIFTON PARK Neighbors2

JAY’S

518-312-6000
www.jaysprecisionpools.com

JAY GOETZ - OWNER
Call for a free on site evaluation of your swimming pool.  Featuring custom liners by GLI pool products.
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Share Your Expertise 
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Willie Miranda
518-373-1458

Protect your world
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement 

Call me today to discuss your options.
Some people think Allstate only protects your car. 
Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home or 
apartment, your boat, motorcycle - even your 
retirement and your life. And the more of your world 
you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate 
Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., 
Northbrook, IL. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and 
American Heritage Life Insurance Co., Jacksonville, FL. In New York, life insurance offered through Allstate Life 
Insurance Co. of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through 
Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA). Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. 
Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.
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Professional Expert in:
Organizing
Downsizing

Decision Making
Real Estate Staging

OVERWHELMED?
DISORGANIZED?
TIRED of it ALL?

Start Your Spring 
Cleaning Now! 

Call 518-339-7361

seniormovesbydesignny
holly pajak’s

we handle the details

www.SeniorMovesNY.com

Local Family-Owned Business

30% 
Special Pricing

OVER 30 YEARS in the 
Diamond Industry “Healing & Protection”

Aquamarine 

1524 Rt 9, Clifton Park, NY
518-630-5243 
www.ssaxonfinejewels.com

New Leather 
Handbags 

BRAHMIN
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BUSINESS PROFILE

How many times have you walked into a store, 
restaurant, hotel or any public place, and seen one of these 
signs? They aren’t at all uncommon. Unfortunately, they do 
very little to prevent the potentially dangerous slips and 
falls that they are meant to warn against. And this is why 
Slip Stoppers was born.

Slip Stoppers is a locally owned and operated business 
with one purpose in mind — keeping people safe and 
preventing potentially dangerous, and costly, slip and 
fall accidents. I’m Cheryl McDonald and my partner, Eric 
McTighe, and I run Slip Stoppers out of Clifton Park, NY, 

servicing the greater capital district. If you’ve seen our 
truck then you know our motto -- “safe floors, wet or dry.” 
That’s because Slip Stoppers provides a number of floor 
and surface treatments (interior and exterior) that work 
to increase the SCoF (Static Coefficient of Friction) rating 
of treated surfaces, making them safer and slip resistant 
even in the presence of water or other substances that often 
lead to dangerous environments. Our vast portfolio of 
treatment solutions allows us to serve both commercial and 
residential customers and make almost any surface safe and 
slip resistant, from stone, concrete and tile, to laminate and 

wood floors, even bathtubs and showers!
But how common are slip and fall accidents? The 

statistics are staggering. Slip and fall accidents are the single 
largest reason for emergency room visits in the US every 
year! They are the leading cause of injury-related deaths 
for people age 65 and older. They cause 15% of accidental 
deaths, second only to auto accidents. They are also the 
number one reason for workers compensation claims at 
85%, and while the average cost to an employer is $40,000, 
we’ve all seen cases settled in the millions for such lawsuits.

Until recently, finding solutions to prevent slip and fall 
accidents wasn’t easy. Thanks 
to Slip Stoppers, not only 
are solutions available, but 
they can be installed at your 
home or business quickly 
and inexpensively. People 
often say they would like 
to make their surfaces safer, 
but they want to maintain 
the look and aesthetic of the 
surface they have, whether 
it’s a particular tile design or 

stained hardwood, stamped concrete or specialty laminate. 
Not to worry, Slip Stoppers has a portfolio of solutions 
that allows you to treat your surfaces without any change in 
appearance whatsoever. Or, if you prefer, we can give you a 
completely new or enhanced look as well.

Either way, Slip Stoppers has a solution to keep anyone 
and everyone — your family and guests to your employees 
and customers — safe from potentially dangerous, and 
expensive, slip and fall accidents. Call us today at  
518-221-3271 for a free demonstration and assessment of the 
right slip-resistant solution for you.  n

Safe Floors - Wet or Dry
By Cheryl McDonald, Founder of Slip Stoppers, LLC

Don’t risk dangerous 
and costly slip and fall 
accidents. Treatments 
are fast & cost  
effective, making 
prevention the  
easy choice.

GET SAFE FLOORS, 
    wet or dry! 

www.SlipStoppers518.com

Call us at 
518-221-3271 

for a no obligation 
solution assessment

Like us on Facebook @SlipStoppers
Instagram @SlipStoppers518 
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REAL ESTATE

Your property is probably the largest financial asset you 
own. Therefore, when you decide to sell your home, you’re 
expecting it to sell fast, for top dollar, and with the least 
amount of hassle. Most sellers find themselves “pricing” 
their home based on the current sale of their neighbor’s 
home. This can be dangerous as each property is unique 
and so is the story behind it.

An important step in pricing your home right, is hiring 
an agent who understands the market and is educated in 
pricing listings correctly. There are three things to consider 
when pricing your home: Condition, Marketing and Price. 
So, let’s break them down.

Your real estate agent should be viewing your home to 
check out the amenities and great things your home has 
to offer but they should also be paying attention to the 
condition of it, as this will affect the price. They should offer 
tips as to what “small” fixes you can do to add value. For 
example, painting a brightly colored room a neutral color 
to make the room feel bigger and offer a “blank canvas” for 
the buyers.

Another factor in selling your home for the right price is 
marketing. You need an agent who is going to do a lot more 
than throw a For Sale sign on your lawn and release it to 
the Multiple Listing Service (ENYR MLS). Your agent needs 
to be innovative in getting the most exposure for your 
home! Great ideas of marketing should include professional 
photos and videos of your home; a Matterport (which is a 
3D virtual tour of your home); flyers; Facebook posts that 
have been targeted to a specific audience and much more!

Lastly, the price should be just right! What I mean by this 
is your agent should understand and take into account the 
market, mortgage interest rates, the location of your home 
as well as the comparable homes that have sold in your area. 
By doing so, your educated agent will be able to provide a 
range of where your home should sell. After all, your home 
is only worth what a buyer is willing to pay for it.

If you’re thinking of selling your home and would like a FREE 
copy of my book, What Every Person Needs To Know About 
Selling A Home in The Capital District, please call 518-417-
4942 or visit www. 518SellerBook.com.  n

Pricing Your Clifton Park Home 

Right!
By Willie Miranda, Miranda Real Estate Group

Find Out What Your Clifton Park 
Home  Is Worth Online! 

 
Real Estate Broker/Owner  
Miranda Real Estate Group, Inc. 
wmiranda@mrgteam.com  
 

Willie Miranda 

518-376-1073

Visit: www.518HomeValue.com

This is not intended to solicit properties listed for sale. 
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By Jenna Caputo | Photos by Super Source Media and the Glaser Family
Daniel S. Glaser, Esq. knew since eighth grade he wanted 

to be involved in real estate law. It was a life focus that 
eventually brought him here to Clifton Park.

Growing up in Bohemia in Suffolk County on Long 
Island, Daniel enjoyed playing baseball and hockey. He 
went to college at SUNY Oswego, where he became an 
Orientation Guide for his dorm during sophomore year. As 
a guide, he helped incoming freshman with their luggage 
as they moved into the dorm. On this particular hot August 
day, he met Diana for the first time. After moving her in, 
they continued to meet up, attending picnics, lunches and 
events together. In November, they started dating and never 
stopped, eventually marrying. Daniel and Diana rented an 
apartment in Clifton Park while he attended law school at 
Albany Law. They fell in love with the area and decided to 
make Clifton Park their home. “It’s close to everything and 
it’s a great place to be if you get hungry!” Daniel says.

After graduation, he joined a real estate law firm, 

gaining valuable experiences before opening his own firm. 
He has been in the industry for over 14 years now, recently 
celebrating the 10th anniversary of his own practice. Daniel 
continues to take Continuing Legal Education (CLE) 
seminars and to read the latest real estate literature to stay 
current on all that is happening in his area of law.

“I’m a real estate attorney and I love it!” he says. “I get 
to play a role in the biggest transaction of my clients’ lives 
– buying/selling a home. While it can be stressful at times, 
I’m there for my clients from beginning to end, guiding 
them through every step of the process, making sure they 
understand what they need to be doing along the way 
and explaining the paperwork to them. I’m here to help 
keep things running smoothly and avoid the drama and 
surprises.”

He loves being a part of helping his clients’ home 
ownership dreams come true. This passion was the 
foundation for his firm’s tagline – “Always With You” – 
because he wants his clients to remember that help is only a 

The Glaser Family
Always There for Each Other and 

the Community
COVER STORY
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phone call away at anytime. He 
knows that questions don’t just 
happen between the hours of 9 
and 5, so he tries to make himself 
available and respond to clients’ 
questions as soon as possible. “I 
love answering questions because 
I know it’s one less thing clients 
have to worry about,” he says.

When not at work, Daniel 
enjoys volunteering, and supports 
many of the youth sports 
organizations in the community. 
He has a dry sense of humor and 
is always making people laugh, 
believing that laughter really is 
the best medicine. He takes great pleasure in playing golf 
and cooking in his spare time. “I love watching Gordon 
Ramsay cooking videos, then cooking the same food while 
using a British accent. I’m sure our food tastes the same,” he 
jokes. Not only does he cook it, but he likes to eat it too. “I 

have quite an appetite,” he admits. “Although I 
don’t plan on doing this again, I once consumed 19 
lobster rolls in a 29-hour period. No, I didn’t feel 
too good after that – but they’re so delicious!”

When not in the kitchen, you may also find 
Daniel playing the guitar. A self-taught musician, he began 
by learning to play Dave Matthews songs in college, but 
for the last decade, he has become a huge Taylor Swift fan. 
“I am Taylor Swift’s number one fan!” he laughs. “I’ll often 
cite lyrics of her songs (along with track and album) in 
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conversations I have… with everyone. I’ve seen her twice 
in concert and hope to meet her this year!! Fun Fact: I’ll 
sometimes play a Taylor song on my speaker (quite loud), 
play the guitar, and if I use my imagination, it’s sort of like 
I’m playing in a concert with her! If I’m not ‘in a concert,’ 
then I’ll sometimes just put a few chords together and 
make up my own songs. It’s fun and relaxing.”

Diana is a software engineer for IronNet Cybersecurity, 
Inc., specializing in front end web development. She loves 
photography, snapping pictures of the family as a hobby, 
as well as scrapbooking. Their family now also includes 
Alyssa and Alexi (13), Jake (11), Arabella (9), Avaleigh (7) 
and Toby (5), as well as two cats, three gerbils and two fish. 
The girls are all involved in gymnastics. Toby loves to play 
soccer, and Jake takes Taekwondo with Daniel. Jake is now 
a Junior Black Belt and Daniel is a Recommended Black 
Belt. He is looking forward to testing for his Black Belt this 
April. The kids are also all great artists, bringing home 
impressive projects from their various classes.

As a family, they enjoy going to a playground or park 
together, or out to shows or ice skating in the area. Having 
fun with his family is an important part of Daniel’s life. 
He makes time not only for full family activities, but also 
to connect with his kids one on one. “I do the grocery 
shopping,” he explains, “and each week, I take one of my 
kids with me to the store and we also get frozen yogurt. It’s 

great bonding time! They are my world. The kids often go 
out of their way to help each other and also to help others. 
It’s so heartwarming to see them do this.”

He reminisces about the time the older three kids had 
earned some money for their chores and wanted to go 
to the mall to spend it. They ended up at Game Stop and 
Daniel got a very pleasant surprise. “We were there about 
20 minutes and they just kept talking about what game 
or toy they could get for their siblings instead of getting 
something for themselves. So they bought their siblings 
some toys and games with their own money. To witness that 
exchange when we got home got me misty-eyed. Parenting 
is not easy, but in that moment, I was like, ‘Yep, we’re doing 
something right! This is a great day!’” The kids have also 
been known to be very caring and generous with those 
outside of their family as well, sharing prizes with other 
children who didn’t win at an arcade, among other things.

Daniel is so grateful for the opportunity to not only 
bring his family up in such a great community but to also 
be able to help his neighbors navigate making their dreams 
a reality as well. He has two important tips for anyone 
interested in buying or selling a home. First, find an actual 
real estate attorney that you are comfortable working with. 
Yes, any lawyer can represent you, but using a family 
friend in another field may end up hurting you in the long 
run. It’s important for your lawyer to know the procedure 
inside out, as well as the specialized terminology and 
documents. 

Scheduling could also be a concern. Since many 
attorneys that specialize in other areas of law spend a good 
chunk of their work day in court, trying to schedule the 
closing around their schedule can be very difficult. “I tell 
people to imagine they are in the unfortunate situation of 
needing heart surgery. Would they want a cardiologist to 
perform the procedure? Or, they could save a few bucks by 
using a podiatrist. They are both doctors, but one of them is 
likely not going to do a good job… or even worse, not even 
have a clue what they’re doing!”

Second, remember that communication is crucial! He 
advises to always talk to your realtor and attorney and to 
be sure to ask questions all along the way so you can set 
realistic expectations.

And no matter what – in real estate or in life – keep 
positive. “Positive thoughts equal positive outcome,” he 
says. “I’m a big believer in the power of positive thinking 
and that everything will work out if you believe that it will. 
Wake up and max out the day because tomorrow is not 
guaranteed.”  n

Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate 
your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming issues! 

Contact us at jcaputo@bestversionmedia.com.

Stop by today to see for yourself!

®

Specifications subject to change without notice or obligation.  Actual product may differ from that in photo.

RECHARGED 
AND STILL 
LEADING 

THE
PACK 

www.SCAG.com 

Stop by today to see for yourself!

The all-new Scag TURF TIGER II zero-turn mower stands head 
and tails above the crowd in power, durability and performance. 
This industry benchmark has been re-engineered to be as easy 
on the operator as it is efficient on tough jobs in the field.  With 
huge horsepower and speeds up to 12 mph, the Turf Tiger II is 
geard up to take the “hard” out of hard work.

®

Specifications subject to change without notice or obligation.  Actual product may differ from that in photo.

RECHARGED 
AND STILL 
LEADING 

THE
PACK 

OPEN: Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri. 8am-6pm • Thurs. 8am-7pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

60 Freemans Bridge Road, Scotia NY
518-372-5611

www.allseasonsequipinc.com

The all-new Scag TURF TIGER II zero-turn mower stands 
head and tails above the crowd in power, durability and 
performance. This industry benchmark has been 
re-engineered to be as easy on the operator as it is 
efficient on tough jobs in the field.  With huge horsepower 
and speeds up to 12 mph, the Turf Tiger II is geard up to 
take the “hard” out of hard work.



March 2019 9

BUSINESS PROFILE

Are you in need of a reliable, trustworthy and local 
company to help you with your next gate or fencing 
installation at your home or business? Look no further than 
Precision Gate & Fence, LLC.

Hi, I’m Mark DiCocco, owner of Precision Gate & Fence, 
LLC. I reside right here in Clifton Park, NY with my wife 
and two boys. My decision to open this company was 
built on core values, to bring you the ultimate customer 
experience with attention to detail, top notch customer 
service and the best products this industry has to offer. 
My team has over 35 years of industry leading experience 
and we take pride in working with you to build a system 
that fits your needs and budget to ensure you have the 
right fit for your application. Whether you’re taking care 
of children and pets or working on high security industrial 
facilities, you can rest assured we have the experience and 
knowledge to bring your next project to fruition.

As a locally-owned and operated business, our decision 
process is streamlined, our methods are efficient and our 
installation crews are skilled. We’ll help you meet your 
deadlines and secure your property with the best quality 
custom gate or fence system available. Because we value 
workmanship, we work closely with our manufacturers to 
ensure the materials for your project meet our standards of 
craftsmanship and excellence.

FOR HOMEOWNERS
With our site review we discuss your project in 

detail, look at all the product selections and discuss our 
installation process. We will help you find just the right 
system to fit your needs. From equestrian estates to pet and 
pool fences, we’ve done it all.

FOR GENERAL CONTRACTORS
We understand the pressure you’re under to meet 

schedule and cost demands so I will take a hands-on role in 
ensuring your project gets the attention it deserves. We have 
an excellent track record of delivering on time and on budget.

FOR GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
Precision Gate & Fence continues to work closely to help 

meet the needs of our local City and County governments, 
public agencies and school boards throughout the state. We 
are adaptive for the unique requirements of government 
projects and work.

From split or post and rail fencing to picket or chain 
link fencing, to wood, vinyl, aluminum and wrought iron, 
ornamental, chain link, lattice work, railings, gazebos and 
trellises…we can work with any material and provide full 
service on all of the systems we install.

We are determined to give you the best experience and 
products possible while keeping your project on time and 
on budget. We look forward to helping you on your next 
project!  n

High-Quality Gate 
& Fencing Contractor
By Mark DiCocco, Precision Gate & Fence

CALL US FOR YOUR 

FREE 
Estimate!

We install and 

service a full 
line of residential 
and commercial 
fence and gate 
operator systems 

and can design 

and build to meet 
almost any need and 
budget.
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PRODUCTIVITY

“Surveys show the average person loses an hour a 
day to disorganization,” said Lisa Zaslow, a professional 
organizer in New York City. “It takes much less time to get 
and stayed organized. Think about how frantic and stressed 
you are when you can’t find something.”

Simple activities such as searching for misplaced tools, 
supplies or computer files quickly add up to become 
serious time wasters that cause distraction and dramatically 
affect productivity, not to mention morale. Research shows 
there is a direct correlation between productivity and 
clutter. Productivity and profits decline when clutter and 
chaos rise.

Think about your offices, supply closets, meeting rooms 
and kitchen – all too cluttered? Need to get rid of those 
broken chairs? The old boxes of unused supplies? Replace 
the busted copier? Or the out-of-date computers? What 
about out back? Or at the warehouse?

Are your employees trying to find the old supplies for 
the upcoming meeting or trade show then ordering more 
since they can’t find the needed tools? Are they constantly 
working around old machinery, book shelves and file 
cabinets that can be safety concerns? These are just some of 
the many issues businesses deal with every day.

You might think you’re too busy to reduce clutter and 
impose order on your business, but when you realize the 
amount of money your company loses while searching for 
things, the many missed opportunities and all of the stress 
build up, you might want to reconsider that.  

Whether you work in a large corporation or at home, 
there are a lot of benefits to getting rid of clutter and getting 
better organized. You reduce mental overload and stress, 
reduce workplace accidents, save time and improve the 
effectiveness and morale of all of your employees.

Consider taking half a day and have everyone pitch in 
to clean up and clean out. Have them start in their own 
workspaces and move out from there. Bring in lunch and 
use it as a team building exercise as they work together on 
the areas that affect them.

Be sure to also hire a professional hauler to remove 
the unwanted junk so it’s done right away – quickly and 
efficiently, as well as in an eco-friendly way. Check that they 
are licensed, bonded and insured. You want a team that will 
respect your personnel and your offices while being fast 
and efficient. You’ll be glad you did!  n

Stop Throwing Money Away and 
Clean Up Your Profits
By RJ Gagnon, JDog Junk Removal & Hauling

& Hauling& Hauling
Locally Owned & 

Operated by Veterans 
& Military Family 

Members

Respect, Intergrity, TrustSERVING THE UPSTATE NY AREA

Residential & Commercial Clean-outs
Single Items to Multi-Trailer

518-944-0901
www.JDogNY.com | ROGagnon@JDog.com

New Delivery & Small Moves • Furniture
Exercise Equipment • Appliances

Mattresses & More!
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Brown School sixth grader, Michael Versaci, known as 
“Mikey” to his close friends, is adept at balancing a healthy 
combination of sports and performing arts, packing each day 
and all four seasons with activity both in and out of school.

His impressive athletic roster this winter includes 
attending ski club and playing both basketball and 
volleyball at Brown, while also playing tennis at Sportime 
in Schenectady. During the fall, Michael runs cross country 
and plays soccer, and runs track in the spring. “In the 
summer, I really like playing golf, baseball and sailing. In 
August, I compete in Opti Sailing races on the Long Island 
Sound and it is a lot of fun,” said Versaci. 

Michael has his sights set on a significant goal two years 
down the road. “There is an award for 8th graders who 
play every sport in every season at Brown School and I am 
hoping to get it!”

In addition, Michael is well-versed in performing arts. 
He played the part of Michael Banks in the annual school 
musical, Mary Poppins, this year. “It was a lot of work and 
we rehearsed almost every day for three months, but the 
show was great. I will never forget that.” He also plays 
the saxophone in the Upper School Band and guitar in the 
Upper School Guitar Ensemble. 

“In every grade, students at Brown School are 
encouraged to be creative and push themselves, sometimes 
out of their comfort zones, to try new activities and take 
on rigorous academic challenges. It is in this space that we 
often see the most growth and where we believe Michael 
finds the highest rewards,” said Tina Chericoni Versoci, 
Michael’s mother.

This spring, Michael will participate in the Olympics 
of the Visual Arts (OVA) program, which is celebrating 
its 37th year. A new series of problems is posed every fall 

for students who then create long-range solutions at their 
schools and compete in the annual day-long celebration of 
creativity. “With two of my friends, we are building a soft 
sculpture and it will be entered in the OVA competition 
with art students from all around New York. I love having 
fun and learning new things,” said Versaci.  n

STUDENT PROFILE

Michael Versaci, 
Skilled at Balancing Athletics with the Arts
By Christine Matthews

Mabel MP Cheng MD, PLLC
Board Certified Ophthalmologists

Mabel MP Cheng &  
Nicole A Lemanski  

3140 Troy Schenectady Rd, 
Niskayuna NY 12309

518-782-7777
www.mabelchengmd.com

SPECIALIZING IN: No stitch small incision and bladeless cataract surgery with 
reduced or eliminated need for glasses, laser surgery for glaucoma and refractive 
surgery (LASIK and PRK), dry eye, glaucoma and macular degeneration management, 
diabetic retinopathy, and other diseases of the eye. Also performing cosmetic 
procedures such as Botox injections and Pelleve skin tightening for facial wrinkles.

Board certified eye physicians and 
surgeons offering comprehensive 

eye care with cutting edge medical 
technologies to the greater Capital 

District for more than 25 years. 

Accepting new patients & most insurances

Be glasses 
free with 
LASIK 
today

Tired of your glasses? 
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Saturdays, Mar 2 & 9
OPERA SARATOGA - OPERA 
TO GO: PINOCCHIO
@Saratoga Arts Center, 320 
Broadway, Saratoga
Through this adaptation of the 
story of Pinocchio, students will 
be exposed to operatic music and 
classical singing, while exploring 
important themes of self-acceptance, 
the importance of respecting and 
listening to parents, and of course, 
telling the truth. Pre-K to Grade 6 
audiences.
Time: 11am-1pm
Cost: FREE

Saturday, Mar 2
10TH ANNUAL MAC-N-CHEESE 
BOWL
@Marcelle Athletic Complex, Siena 
College, Albany
Join in on the 10th Annual Mac -n- 
Cheese Bowl to benefit the Regional 
Food Bank of Northeastern New York.
Time: 11am-2:30pm
Cost: $20 Adults; $5 Kids 5-12; FREE 
Kids under 5

Mondays, Mar 4 & 11
DROP-IN PJ STORYTIME
@Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public 
Library, Clifton Park
This lively, drop-in story time is 
a nice opportunity for children 
whose parents work outside the 
home. Pajamas encouraged! For 
families with children ages 2-6; no 
registration required.
Time: 6:15pm
Cost: FREE

Tuesday, Mar 5
ALL THAT REMAINS/ATTILA WITH 
SPECIAL GUESTS AT UPSTATE 
CONCERT HALL
@Upstate Concert Hall, Clifton Park
All That Remains and Attila are 
embarking on a massive co-headline 
North American tour that runs from 
February through April.
Time: 6:30pm
Cost:$20 adv; $23 day

Thursday, Mar 7
“LET’S TALK ABOUT IT NOW”
@Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public 
Library, Clifton Park
Please join Kathleen Sanvidge, 
licensed funeral director and 
owner of Townley & Wheeler 
Funeral Home, for an informative 
conversation about the benefits 
and advantages of taking charge of 
your final arrangements. Kathleen’s 
experience has taught her the 
importance of planning your final 
arrangements in advance. She will 
talk about the different options 
available and will provide valuable 
information about the financial 
choices available to you.
Time: 6:30pm | Cost: FREE

Thursday, Mar 7
THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF THE 
CAPITAL AREA’S TAKE A BITE OUT 
OF HUNGER
@Franklin Terrace Ballroom, Troy
The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Capital 
Area is hosting the first Take a Bite 
Out of Hunger fundraising event -  a 
food tasting event that challenges local 
culinary teams to battle it out for the 
People’s Choice Award. Attendees will 
enjoy samples of the cuisine, chance 
their luck at a raffle and wine pull, bid 
on auction items, test their knowledge 
at trivia and vote for their favorite local 
eats. Purchase tickets at: https://bit.
ly/2D1Y7MD.
Time: 6-9pm | Cost: $25 per ticket or 5/$100

Saturday, Mar 9
CONTAINER GARDENING
@Christ Community Reformed 
Church, 1010 Rt 146, Clifton Park
With presenter Denise Maurer, 
Master Gardener with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, learn how to 
select the right container, the plants 
that will work best for you and all 
the “mitty-grittiest” to keep your 
garden happy and healthy. Presented 
by Shenendehowa Neighbors 
Connecting. Open to the public.
Time: 2-4pm | Cost: FREE

Saturday, Mar 9
11TH ANNUAL CAPITAL REGION 
WINE FESTIVAL
@Proctors, Schenectady
Join us for the 11th annual Capital 
Region Wine Festival! Sample a wide 
variety of exceptional red, white and 
sparkling wines, along with restaurant 
food samples, enjoy vendors, 
participate in a live auction and more.
Designated Drivers get soft drinks, 
coffee and restaurant samples.
Time: 1-6pm
Cost: Grand Tasting $55; VIP Club Vin: 
$100; DD: $25

Friday, Mar 15
MALTA MED EMERGENT CARE 
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
@Saratoga Regional YMCA, Malta
Malta Med Emergent Care, Malta 
YMCA and the Red Cross will host a 
blood drive.
Time: 1-6pm | Cost: FREE

Saturday, Mar 16
69TH ANNUAL ALBANY ST. 
PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
@Albany
The parade starts at the corner of 
Quail St. and Central Ave. and ends at 
State and Pearl Streets after traveling 
through the Capital City.
Time: 2pm | Cost: FREE

Sunday, Mar 17
FREE ST. PATRICK’S DAY CAB 
RIDES HOME
@Saratoga Springs, Albany, and 
Other Areas
Martin, Harding & Mazzotti, LLP will 
be offering their Free Cab Ride Home 
Program from noon to midnight. 
Free cab rides are offered in the 
following areas: Albany, Schenectady, 
Troy, Saratoga Springs, Amsterdam, 
FultonCounty, Montgomery County, 
Utica, Plattsburgh, Burlington (VT), 
and Springfield (MA). Download the 
free mobile app or call 1-800-529-1010.
Time: 12pm to 12am | Cost: FREE

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Friday-Sunday, Mar 22-24
CAPITAL DISTRICT GARDEN & 
FLOWER SHOW
@Hudson Valley Community 
College, Troy
Renowned for its full-scale 
landscape exhibits and creatively 
designed gardens, it is now in its 
32nd year and brings together 
local landscape professionals to 
transform the McDonough Sports 
Complex at HVCC into a backyard 
environment complete with 
shrubs, flowers, ponds, waterfalls, 
retaining walls, sidewalks and 
lawns. Demonstrations, lectures and 
presentations from local experts; 
plants, bulbs, flowers and seeds 
available for sale; soil testing by 
the Cornell Cooperative Extension; 
a Garden Cafe; and much more. 
Partial proceeds from the show 
benefit Wildwood Programs, which 
serves individuals of all ages with 
developmental disabilities, complex 
learning disabilities and autism.
Time: Fri 10am-8pm; Sat 9am-7pm;  
Sun 10am-5pm
Cost: $14 for adults; Kids under 12 
FREE

Friday, Mar 22
A NIGHT OF HOPE UNDER THE 
STARS GALA
@Longfellows Hotel & Conference 
Center, Saratoga Springs
The Mother Teresa Cancer Awareness 
Fund Presents a charity event to 
raise funds for those in Saratoga and 
Schenectady counties who have any 
kind of cancer, with expenses related 
to their treatments. Together We Can 
Make a Difference. TWO Chocolate 
Fountains from We Do Fondue; Hors 
D’oeuvres and Cash Bar; A Fantastic 
Chinese Raffle; A Wine Pull sponsored 
by Heather Lynn of One Hope Wine; 
Silly Snaps Photo Booth; 50/50 
Drawing; Special Raffles and So Much 
More! Cocktail Party Attire, 18+ event.
Time: 6-10:00pm
Cost: $60- $80

Friday-Sunday, Mar 22-24
THE GREAT UPSTATE BOAT SHOW
@Adirondack Sports Complex,  
326 Sherman Avenue, Queensbury
Dreaming of summer fun out 
on the water? Tubing, fishing or 
simply cruising and enjoying your 
surroundings? Then visit the largest 
boat show between NY and Montreal!
Time: Fri 11am-8pm; Sat 10am-7pm; 
Sun 10am-5pm

Saturday, Mar 23
INAUGURAL CLIFTON PARK 
MOM PROM
@The Vista at Van Patten Golf Club, 
Clifton Park
Come join us for an evening of 
dancing, eating, drinking and giving 
back! Come eat, dance and celebrate 
your inner Queen at the Clifton Park 
Mom Prom! There will be dinner, 
dancing, raffles, a photo booth and 
so much more. 100% of the proceeds 
raised will be donated to local female 
run charities! Info: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/clifton-park-mom-
prom-tickets-53546675548
Time: 6-11pm | Cost: $50- $550

Sunday, Mar 24
RISING STARS TALENT SHOW TO 
BENEFIT SPCA OF UPSTATE NY
@Saratoga Springs High School, 
Saratoga
Talent Show to benefit SPCA 
of Upstate NY serving Warren, 
Washington and Saratoga counties. 
All proceeds go to the costs of 
rescue, medical, food and loving care 
to animals as they await adoption.
Time: 3-6pm
Cost: $10 Adult; $5 Age 5-10;  
Under 5 FREE

Monday, Mar 25
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
DECLUTTERING AND STAGING 
MARKETING EVENT
@Kingsway Village Apts, 5000 Queen 
Philomena Blvd, Schenectady
Moving On? Why selling a senior’s 
home is different.... How a Senior Real 
Estate Specialist is able to enhance and 
help manage your real estate transaction 

from start to finish, including the 
importance of decluttering and staging 
your home properly.
Time: 10-11:30 am | Cost: FREE

Thursday, Mar 28
NOBODY’S PERFECT! THE 
ANTI-PERFECTIONIST’S GUIDE 
TO ORGANIZING FOR THE LIFE 
YOU WANT TO LIVE NOW
@Town of Ballston Community 
Library, 2 Lawmar Lane, Burnt Hills
Presenter Holly Pajak, owner of 
Senior Moves by Design in Mind, 
has 20+ years of experience as an 
interior designer with an emphasis 
on spatial planning. Holly will share 
some of her secrets as she assists folks 
through what can be an extremely 
difficult and stressful time of their 
lives; the transition from the family 
home into a smaller residence.
Time: 6:30-7:30pm | Cost: FREE

Saturday, Mar 30
 “MY OWN GREENHOUSE”
@Kulak’s Nursery & Landscaping, 
Rexford
Kids ages 4+ will learn how to plant and 
care for seeds in a starter greenhouse 
that they will water as needed and 
watch grow into vegetables or flowers! 
Sign up by 3/28 at 518-399-2404.
Time: 2pm | Cost: $10
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NURSERY - GRADE 10

150 Corlaer Ave.
Schenectady, NY
518-370-0366

BrownSchool.org
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How does one conduct a ribbon cutting in an active telephone call center? Very 
quietly.  The CSSC conducted its first-ever silent ribbon cutting at DiRAD 
Technologies (9 Corporate Drive, Halfmoon 518-438-6000, www.dirad.com) 
last fall, to celebrate their expanded call center operation. The company name is 
derived from the words “digital radio,” and it has been at the forefront of voice 
and automation controlled communications equipment and services since 1984. 
A certified Women Owned Business Enterprise, DiRAD has integrated the Cloud 
and mobile technology into its product offerings, plus developed a call center to 
serve the needs of businesses who need to outsource such capabilities.

Welcome to the Neighborhood
By Pete Bardunias, President/CEO, the Chamber of Southern Saratoga County

Meet other business neighbors at www.southernsaratoga.org.

The Vasilakos Family continues to expand and grow along Route 9 in Halfmoon with the 
recent opening of Effie’s Boutique (1 Birchwood Dr, 518-275-8828, www.effiesboutique.
shop). Effie Vasilakos (center, holding scissors), husband Jimmy, their children and the 
entire Vasilakos family joined outgoing Senator Kathy Marchione, then-Senatorial candidate 
Daphne Jordan, Assemblywoman Mary Beth Walsh, Halfmoon Town Supervisor Kevin 
Tollisen, the Town Board and other Halfmoon officials including Town Clerk Lynda Bryan, 
President/CEO Pete Bardunias, staff and volunteer Ambassadors of the Chamber of Southern 
Saratoga County and other well wishers in celebrating her Grand Opening right across 
Grooms Road from the family’s Halfmoon Diner. Effie’s Boutique is a retail store filled with 

beautiful women’s fashions from some great brands, including fashionable tops, dresses, formal wear, prom gowns, 
accessories and shoes.

CHAMBER SPOTLIGHT

At The Library...
On display at the Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library 

from February 26 - April 1 are works by Brenton Smith and 
photographs by Judith Ellers. Both exhibitions are located 
on the second floor of the library and should not be missed!

 

At The Gallery....
Visit The Arts Center Gallery at Saratoga Arts to view 

Uncovered: works by Diane Golden, Jae Schalekamp and 
Emily Vallee. The exhibit will be on display from February 
16 - March 23.

All are invited to join us on Saturday, March 30 from 6-8pm 
for the Opening Reception of Transformations: works by 
Arlene Baker, Gail Nadeau, Lauren Sandler & Sheri Snedeker. 
The exhibit will be on display from March 30 - May 4. Join to 
meet the artists, view this wonderful exhibit, and enjoy craft 
beer and light refreshments from Druthers Brewing Company.

Spring Break Camps...
Do you have a little artist or actor at home that is hoping 

to get creative during their spring break? Sign them up for 
art or theater camp at Saratoga Arts! Half and full day camps 
are available for kids ages 5-12. Campers will act, paint, 
draw, sculpt and more, and will end the week with an art 
show or play for parents and friends! Visit www.saratoga-
arts.org/education/artcamps for more information.  n

Saratoga Arts
Contributed by Emma Huneck, Saratoga Arts

Weddings • Receptions 
Corporate Outings • Reunions
Retreats • Banquets

Schaghticoke, NY • 518.664.1515 • www.LibertyRidgeFarmNY.com
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NON-PROFIT SPOTLIGHT

There is a new Capital District resource for families 
with a loved one battling cancer. The Mother Teresa Cancer 
Awareness Fund was created in 2017, after Clifton Park 
resident Joyce Maddalone, RN was diagnosed with Sex 
Cord cancer, an extremely rare form of uterine cancer. A 
mother of 14 children and an integral part of the community 
within not only the business community, but also her 
church, and as founder of Mother Teresa Academy, Joyce 
quickly realized the stressors of living with an illness was 

not a struggle she 
dealt with alone. 
She wanted to 
be able to help 
others in the same 
situation.

“My mother 
has devoted her 
life to others and 
now that she finds 
herself stricken 
with cancer, it is 
no different,” says 
her eldest child 
and the Executive 
Director of The 

Mother Teresa Cancer Awareness Fund, Terra Maddalone-
Ristau. “She does not want others in her community with 
any type of cancer to have to worry about unexpected costs 
due to their treatment and has asked that a fund be created 
to help alleviate those worries. The Mother Teresa Cancer 
Awareness Fund was formed to fulfill my mother’s wish.”

A 501c3 organization that relies on the Time, Treasures 
and Talent of the community it serves, their volunteers 
and fundraisers are an integral part of their day-to-day 
operations. They try to keep it simple – if an applicant is in 
need of money to help with treatments, all they need to do is 
complete a short application, attach a doctor’s note with the 
diagnosis, and a check will be mailed directly to the patient 
to use as needed.

They are in the process of lining up their year of events, 
which includes an annual gala in March at Longfellows 
Hotel & Conference Center in Saratoga.  Support at 
these events is always greatly appreciated, but there are 
other ways to help as well. Anyone that has a desire and 
passion for helping others is welcome to volunteer and can 

contact the Fund for a list of opportunities, which includes 
administrative duties, procuring donations and more.

The Fund has now taken on an even more personal 
meaning for the family, recently learning that the family 
patriarch, Hank Maddalone, also was diagnosed with 
cancer. “This will be my parent’s legacy,” Terra shares. 
“They have instilled in our family a sense of community 
and helping others. Our mission is to help others within 
our community who have cancer with their unexpected 
expenses related to their treatment.”

To apply for assistance or to learn more about The 
Mother Teresa Cancer Awareness Fund and volunteer 
opportunities, visit mtcaf.org or contact Terra at Terra@
mtcaf.org.  n

The Mother Teresa Cancer 
Awareness Fund
By Jenna Caputo

JAY’S

518-312-6000
www.jaysprecisionpools.com

JAY GOETZ - OWNER

Call for a free on site evaluation
of your swimming pool.

A Night of Hope Under 
the Stars Gala

Sponsored by DJ Nick of Maddalone Entertainment

Includes a Live Auction

Special Guest, LeGrande Serras

Longfellows Hotel & Conference Center
500 Union Ave, Saratoga Springs

For More Information or to Order Tickets, visit:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-night-of-hope-under-

the-stars-gala-tickets-54810568887

“A Night of Hope” guest auctioneer, 
LeGrande Serras
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Town Supervisor  Phil Barrett ................518-371-6651

Town Board Members ............................518-371-6651

Animal Control Officer ...........................518-371-6756

Town Attorney  Tom McCarthy ..............518-371-6651

Assessor  Walter Smead ........................518-371-6460

Building & Development Director  

Steve Myers ............................................518-371-6702

Building & Grounds Director  

Dan Clemens ...........................................518-371-6651

Town Clerk  Pat O’Donnell......................518-371-6681

Town Court, 5 Municipal Plaza ..............518-371-6668

Storm Water Management Technician 

Scott Reese ..............................................518-371-6054

Director of Communications & Tech 

Mathew Andrus  ......................................518-371-6651

Highway Superintendent  Dahn Bull .....518-371-7310

Parks and Recreation Director  

Myla Kramer ............................................518-371-6667

Planning Director  John Scavo ..............518-371-6054

Receiver of Taxes  Rose Savallo .............518-371-5720

Director of Safety and Security  

Lou Pasquarel..........................................518-348-7311

Town Security Officers ...........................518-369-6651

Sewer Director  Mike O’Brien ................518-348-7313

Transfer Station Supervisor  

Jeff Vedder ...............................................518-371-6669

IMPORTANT TOWN PHONE NUMBERS

If the person you wish to reach is not on the list above, please call 518-371-6651 to speak to a receptionist who will direct your call to the appropriate individual or 
department. The Town’s office buildings are open from Monday through Friday, 9am to 5pm, excluding holidays. The Town Clerk’s Office is open until 7pm every 
Thursday. The Building and Parks and Recreation Departments are open at 8am Monday through Friday. 

Beautiful 
                & BUILT TO LAST

Everything a driveway should be.

Driveways  |  Parking Lots  |  Tennis Courts  |  Private Roads

Albany  |   Saratoga  |   Chatham 

We MAke IT eASy
Free detailed, written quotes, Better Business 

Bureau A+ rating, references provided 
with driving directions.  

Call 518.479.1400 or request a FREE estimate 
appointment at www.broweasphalt.com

yar


