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Dear CLIFTON PARK RESIDENTS

What comes to mind when you think about April? For me, it’s SPRING! A
time of rebirth, rejuvenation, renewal, resurrection and regrowth. Well, our
April issue is just bursting with stories and events like this, so read on!
We find Rebirth in the baby birds peeping from their nests at the Wilton
Wildlife Preserve - or experiencing butterflies emerging from their cocoons at
miSci. We find it in people like the Haradens, our featured family, committed
to being good stewards of this community, environmentally, as well as through
charitable works, through many changes and four generations over 100 years.
We offer Rejuvenation ideas like reviewing your insurance with the Miranda
Allstate team to make sure you have just what you need and talking
to Holly Pajek for help organizing and downsizing or calling JDog for a Spring
clean out.
We show you how to Renew your garage, giving your home more space and
function, or your lawn and landscape with a trip to Kulaks or a call to Mark at
Precision Gate & Fence. Try the Capital Region Home Show here in Clifton Park
for even more ideas on how to renew your home and gardens!
We encourage your own personal Resurrection by participating in the many
Easter and Earth Day events around the area as well as the Dining Out for
Charity options we share this month. It’s also time to call Jay to open up your
pool and contact Lorne Browe for help resurrecting that old driveway!
And we promote Regrowth, both personally and professionally, by sending
us your stories and ideas to share with your neighbors, helping each other grow
along the way. Send them to us on our Facebook page @CPNeighbors!
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A FAMILY TRADITION
FOUR GENERATIONS OF THE HARADEN FAMILY ARE SERVING THE
COMMUNITY THROUGH THEIR WORK AT MOHAWK HONDA
AND THROUGH THEIR VOLUNTEER INVOLVEMENT

Mohawk Honda has its roots

To mark our centennial,

in the company founded a

Mohawk Honda is donating

century ago by my grandfather,
Joseph Haraden. Since then, our

$10,000 to each of 10 local
charities. In addition, our

family has grown significantly, as has

employees – nearly 200 strong –

our family business. Today, Mohawk

will be serving 10,000 hours of

Honda is the Capital Region’s #1* Honda
dealer, selling and servicing thousands of cars
each year.

community service throughout the year.
Since 1919, we’ve been proud to meet the
region’s automotive needs, and proud to

Much of our success is founded on what each

call this community home. And we look

Haraden generation has taught the next:

forward to serving you and our community

treat the people around you with respect and

for the next 100 years.

dignity and everything else will fall into place.
Jeﬀ Haraden, on behalf
of the Haraden family

175 Freemans Bridge Road (at Route 50), Scotia • 518-370-4911 • mohawkhonda
*BASED ON 2013/2014/2015/2016/2017/2018 NEW VEHICLE SALES PER AHM
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EXPERT CONTRIBUTORS

To learn more about becoming an expert contributor, contact BVM at BSchrader@BestVersionMedia.com or phone 518-926-0727.
CONTENT SERVICES

FENCES & GATES

Silverpen Productions, LLC
518-330-3685
silverpenproductions.com

GARAGE FLOORING

Precision Gate & Fence LLC
Mark DiCocco

Garage Kings
Ty Rainsberg
518-545-0169
www.garagekings.com/
albany-ny

www.PrecisionGateAndFence.com

518-384-4213
Mark@
PrecisionGateandFence.com

INSURANCE

JUNK REMOVAL
Miranda Insurance
Agency
1480 Route 9,
Clifton Park, NY 12065
williemiranda
@allstate.com
518-373-1458

PHOTOGRAPHY

JDog Junk Removal
& Hauling
518-944-0901
www.JDogNY.com

Super Source Media LLC
518-858-4248
SuperSourceMedia.com

& Hauling

PLASTIC SURGERY

REAL ESTATE

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

Lucie Capek, MD

(518) 786-1700
info@capekplasticsurgery.com
Specializing in cosmetic surgery
of the face, breast, body &
advanced medical aesthetics

Miranda Real Estate
Group
www.WillieMiranda.com
518-348-2060
WMiranda
@MRGTeam.com

BUILD YOUR BRAND

Share Your Expertise
BSchrader@BestVersionMedia.com
518-926-0727

Mabel MP Cheng MD, PLLC

RELIABILITY
AT ITS BEST...

Board Certified Ophthalmologists

Tired of your glasses?

TimeCutter®

Be glasses
free with
LASIK
today

SS SERIES ZERO
TURN MOWERS

• Powerful engines from
Toro® and Kohler®
• 18” Extra-tall and premium
seats for superior comfort
• Smart Speed® Control
System for optimal
performance
• 42” Cutting Width

Accepting new patients & most insurances
Board certified eye physicians and
surgeons offering comprehensive
eye care with cutting edge medical
technologies to the greater Capital
District for more than 25 years.

PRICES
STARTING AT

3140 Troy Schenectady Rd,
Niskayuna NY 12309

518-782-7777

www.mabelchengmd.com

Mabel MP Cheng &
Nicole A Lemanski

SPECIALIZING IN: No stitch small incision and bladeless cataract surgery with
reduced or eliminated need for glasses, laser surgery for glaucoma and refractive
surgery (LASIK and PRK), dry eye, glaucoma and macular degeneration management,
diabetic retinopathy, and other diseases of the eye. Also performing cosmetic
procedures such as Botox injections and Pelleve skin tightening for facial wrinkles.
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TimeCutter SS4200
Model 74711 Shown

2399

$

*

HOURS:
Mon.-Wed., Fri.: 8-6
Thurs.: 8-7
Saturday: 8-2
Closed Sunday

“Buy Where Service Counts” (518) 372-5611

60 FREEMAN’S BRIDGE RD., SCOTIA
CLIFTON PARK Neighbors

BUSINESS PROFILE

Miranda Insurance Agency
By Cynthia Junco

What We Do
Willie Miranda and his trusted team are knowledgeable,
qualified and experienced agents who are professionals
specializing in analyzing your particular situation,
offering you an expert diagnosis, and suggesting the most
appropriate solution to properly protect you and your
family. The most important thing to remember when
buying insurance is this: Find a trusted agent and work
with them to get the best protection for your needs at a
cost you can afford. Having a local agent who knows you
personally and develops a working relationship with you
over time is much more effective than calling a number
and waiting on hold forever. It can be confusing to wade
through all the information we come into contact with on a
daily basis, and often we can overlook simple ways to save
money and protect ourselves. You may be so overwhelmed
by piles of mail, a full email inbox and the rush of your
daily life, that adding one more thing is just too much.
Here at Miranda Insurance Agency, we give individualized
attention to each of our clients, ensuring that our insurance
knowledge is transferred to your situation. To us, it’s
important to understand our clients, build a relationship

your business
+

BVM micr -targeted
marketing
=

genius!
April 2019

Call Barb Schrader,
at 518-926-0727 to find
out how Best Version
Media can help you raise
your advertising IQ.

with them and provide the best coverage, so they can
rest easy.
Our Philosophy
Willie won’t just hire anyone; he looks for people who
will conform with his core value of giving the customer
Raving Fan Service! Our team helps you understand
insurance, so we can properly protect
you and your family for the best
possible premium. We want you to
feel that you are in “Good Hands,” so
you can sleep comfortably at night.
Learn More and Connect
Pick up your FREE copy of
Informed and Insured by Willie Miranda and get a quote
today! Call 518-373-1458 or stop into our office, located at
1480 Route 9 in Clifton Park for more information. Miranda
Insurance Agency, Inc. was voted “Best Insurance Agency”
in 2017 by Reader’s Choice of the Community News. n

Protect your world
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

Call me today to discuss your options.
Some people think Allstate only protects your car.
Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home or
apartment, your boat, motorcycle - even your
retirement and your life. And the more of your world
you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.

Willie Miranda
518-373-1458

1480 Route 9
Clifton Park
williemiranda@allstate.com
Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate
Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co.,
Northbrook, IL. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and
American Heritage Life Insurance Co., Jacksonville, FL. In New York, life insurance offered through Allstate Life
Insurance Co. of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through
Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA). Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC.
Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

261339

Who We Are
Willie Miranda received his insurance license in 1991
and started his career with Prudential Insurance. Searching
for a better model, Willie transferred his license to Allstate
Insurance in 1995 and incorporated Miranda Insurance
Agency. Willie developed a customer service-oriented
system that focuses on providing customers with Raving
Fan Service. Willie’s fully
trained, top-notch team is here to
help! With ongoing training for
the team, they make sure they
are always current and relevant
with proper protection for you
and your family.
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HOME SECURITY

Automated Gates For Security
and Convenience
By Mark DiCocco

Your home is far more than just simple shelter, so
providing a safe and peaceful place for your family to
thrive is your most important investment. If you are
thinking of a fence and gate system to offer another layer
of security and peace of mind, here are some things to
consider.
From analyzing the lifestyle and habits of your family
to assessing the layout of your property, a good contractor
will deliver state-of-the-art access control plans for any type
of residence. You deserve one on one, individual attention,
expert product recommendations, safe and accurate
installation, as well as basic training to get you up to speed
on your new access solution.
Gates are used in conjunction with a fence system
by a variety of residential and business applications to
provide and control access to particular areas. They play an
important role in a security system. Since gates are often the
finishing touch to residences, estates and businesses, you
We install and
service a full
line of residential
and commercial
fence and gate
operator systems
and can design
and build to meet
almost any need and
budget.

CALL US FOR YOUR

FREE
Estimate!
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want to be sure they not only look good, but are state of the
art as well.
Access control systems have evolved considerably
over the years. Since March of 2000, when the government
placed a compliance code on all automated gate openers,
there have been many new changes. So if you have an
older automated system, you definitely want to consider
an upgrade. Safety features, like Inherent Reverse, that
will quickly reopen the gate if it comes in contact with any
obstruction is just one example of what’s new.
Your topography will play a major role in deciding what
type of gate you can use. If the approach to your driveway
is a straight shot, a single gate can be used, but if it is at an
angle or curves sharply, you may need a bi-parting gate.
Other projects call for a lift gate or a sliding gate, each one
having their own pros and cons.
So how are these automated? Telephone Entry Systems
that allow full control over who accesses a property. They
offer different mounting options and features, such as
visual identification to give you the ability to customize
your security. Another option is Wireless Keypads. These
are mounted outside your gate to operate the opener using
a code programmed directly into the unit. One advantage to
this system is the ability to program temporary pass codes
that allow family, friends or service people to enter without
disclosing your personal code. There are even Garage/Gate
Remotes, which give you access control within the comfort
of your vehicle, home or office.
Bottom line, you should work with a qualified
contractor to design a customized solution for access
control to your home or business, and use quality products
to ensure that they function properly and last for a long
time. You also want to be sure to hire someone who is
trained by the manufacturer so they can service what they
install! n
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GARAGE FLOORING

It’s Time to Think Differently
About Your Garage
By Ty Rainsberg

Not too long ago, garages were separate
buildings that were just storage sheds for
your cars and tools. But now, most homes
have attached garages, often 2 or 3 cars wide.
Sometimes forgotten, the garage can now be
one of the most important rooms in the house,
even raising the value of your home overall.
It can be an extra room for entertaining,
or working out, or even working in, making
it more than just a place to park the car. The
possibilities are endless with everything from
a man cave to an arcade to an exercise room
or even a hobby room. Whatever it is you
choose to do with all of that extra space, you
want to make the most out it!

Not only does it protect your garage floor,
it can instantly transform your boring, dull
cement into a professional looking floor of
beauty and function. A floor you can be proud
of. So what makes a Polyaspartic coating one
of the best finishes for your garage floor?
Besides looking great, the hard, tough and
flexible finish you get from Polyaspartic
creates a coating that is extremely durable
and resilient to impacts, chipping, chemicals,
stains and surface abrasion. You don’t have to
worry about damaging the floor if you drop a
wrench or a bicycle falls over.
“Polyaspartic coatings receive the highest
possible reviews from home mechanics and
hobbyists as well. Since it is both chemical
So where do you start?
and stain resistant, oil, brake fluid, anti-freeze,
With the floor of course! You want to have gasoline and other caustic car chemicals
a garage floor you can be proud of, no matter can easily be wiped up without worry – even
what you dream up for this space. Making
if it sits for a while. Rolling tool boxes, floor
your garage an extension of your living space, jacks and jack stands will not damage the
you want this area to be clean and functional
floor either.”
and as beautiful as the rest of the house.
So, whatever you choose to do with that
According to Shea Walker, from All
extra 600 sq ft or more of space, start with the
Garage Floors, “One of the toughest and
end in mind by working from the bottom up,
most durable finishes that you can apply to a making sure everything will look great on
garage floor today is a Polyaspartic coating.
your shiny new floor! n
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The Haraden Family

Four Generations of Bringing Family
to the Community
COVER STORY
By Jenna Caputo | Photos by Jeff Foley of Foley Photograpghy

Sometimes growing up as part of a family legacy can
be daunting, but for the Haraden family, it’s just who they
are. For four generations and counting, they have been
the driving force behind what is now known as Mohawk
Honda. Employing over 200 people in the Capital District,
and constantly supporting our local charities, the Haradens
have been a fixture of our community for 100 years.
Joe Haraden, Sr. was originally an engineer at G.E., but
he was interested in the new “horseless carriages” that
were coming out. In 1919, he left G.E. to open a Chevrolet
franchise. He realized he was watching the future unfold
before his very eyes, and he wanted a part of it. “It would
be like the coming of the autonomous vehicles in our
future,” says his grandson, Jeff Haraden.
They originally sold Chevrolets, Scripp Booths and
Moon automobiles, but in 1971, under the leadership of
Joe’s son, Buzz, Hondas were added to the mix. “My father
saw all the imports pouring into town,” says Jeff. “He was
a good friend with Kevin Langan, who had two different
Volkswagen dealerships, and was doing very well with the
Beetle. I can remember my father saying, ‘I don’t care what
it is, the next import I see, I’m grabbing it.’ They came out
with the Civic in 1973, and then we had the oil embargo
and we were buying gas on odd and even days. All of a
sudden, people started paying attention to gas mileage and
quality. The quality was mind-boggling, and it took off like
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a rocket. We couldn’t get enough of
them.” By 1980, Mohawk Auto Sales
became Mohawk Honda.
It was never a given that the
business would stay in the family,
but Jeff always enjoyed that new car
smell and started working there in
high school, cleaning up the used
cars at night, and then working his
way through nearly every other
position in the dealership. After
graduating Niskayuna High
School, Jeff received his associate
degree in automotive marketing
from Northwood University in
Michigan, before coming back
home to work full time.
Eventually, Buzz sold his
interest in the business to Jeff
and his brother, Steve, and they
have expanded the company by
adding the new site to Glenville.
Their goal was to make it as
green as possible, using solar
panels, trees, lower wattage and
specific energy-use measures for lighting, temperature,
water consumption and solar energy. Their efforts earned

CLIFTON PARK Neighbors

them the Platinum-Level Honda Environmental Leadership
Award. “We are committed to being environmental
stewards and making sure we do our part to help
protect our environment,” says Lindsey Haraden, Jeff’s
daughter and the company’s sales manager. “Mohawk
Honda is extremely proud to have been awarded this
prestigious honor.”
Even though the business has been in the family for four
generations, it’s not guaranteed that each kid will work
there. “We would like them all to work elsewhere for at
least five years, and then if they would like to work at the
dealership they will interview and go from there. It’s not a
given,” says Kara, Jeff’s wife.
Supporting the community has always been important
to the Haraden family. The whole Mohawk Honda team
donates their time and resources to many local groups and
charities. In honor of their 100th anniversary, Mohawk
Honda will give 10 local charities $10,000 each, in addition
to their employees serving 10,000 hours of community
service throughout the year. “Community service has been
a pillar of our business philosophy since my grandfather
started this company,” says Jeff. “We have always been
proud to be part of the community, and to partner with so
many great organizations over the years. We thought this
was a great way for the Mohawk Family to say thank you
and to help these great organizations continue to provide
their important services and carry out their missions.”
The charities receiving the $100,000 this year are:
Vanderheyden Hall in Troy, City Mission of Schenectady,
Special Olympics New York-Capital Region, Ronald
McDonald House Charities of the Capital Region, Boys &
Girls Clubs of Schenectady, the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society of Upstate NY/VT, the Autism Society of the
Greater Capital Region, the American Suicide Prevention
Foundation’s Capital Region NY Chapter, Equinox of
Albany & Newmeadow School in Clifton Park.
Jeff and Kara now have five children: Lindsey, Karly,
Jesse, Dylan and Brady, ranging in age from 16-31, as well
as five rescue dogs and four cats. They enjoy attending
concerts at the Times Union Center and at SPAC, as well as
all that Saratoga has to offer, including the restaurants and
the track. But they really love being out on Lake George,
swimming, boating and enjoying the area.
As a water-loving family, the kids all were swimming by
five years old. “With the lake and having a pool, the kids
were introduced to water at a very young age,” says Kara.
“Swimming lessons were a definite. They led to summer
swim team, which led to swim club swimming and then
college swimming. The sport has been absolutely amazing
for all of them. They’ve made lifelong friends and learned
a lifetime sport that requires crazy discipline. We are very
proud of them.”
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Kara also has been busy helping the community. As
president of the Adirondack Aquatic Center (AAC), Kara
and a group of parents have been working tirelessly since
2013 to provide the area with a state-of-the art aquatic
center and Olympic size pool, not only for competitions,
but for community activities and therapy as well. This
facility is planned to open in 2020 with an expected
economic impact of $40 million. Kara says the AAC is a
“planned multi-pool facility with water of varying depths
and temperatures, which will provide programs that
advance the safety and health of area residents from infants
to seniors. AAC will bring together in one venue all major
aquatic sports: competitive swimming and diving, water
polo, synchronized swimming and other unique sports.
AAC will offer something for everyone and be a place to
learn, heal, play, exercise, train and compete in the water!”
When not taking care of his family or his work family,
Jeff serves on multiple boards and relaxes by cooking,
grilling, landscaping and boating.
Over the years, the Haradens have found that the
most frustrating part of the car business is the perceived
reputations of car dealers, and they work hard every day
to show how wrong that stereotype is. They strive to make
customers happy, as well as their employees, because as
Jeff says, the two go hand in hand. “We believe that our
employees are our number one asset. Our employees are
happy and well-trained, which makes for happy customers.”
Besides being involved in the community and always
giving back, this is a lesson that has been passed down
through the Haraden family for four generations now, and
the key to any successful business. “I learned that having
the best people and treating them the way I want to be
treated is the key success to business,” says Jeff. “Your
employees spend more time at their jobs than they do with
their families. They must be happy and successful with
both families.” n
Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate
your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming issues!
Contact us at jcaputo@bestversionmedia.com.
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STUDENT PROFILE

Celeste Joo-Schwaber

First Grader Already Has Quite a Few Stamps
on Her Passport
By Christine Matthews

Celeste Joo-Schwaber, a first-grade student at Brown
School, is a bona fide globetrotter. Already, at the age of six,
she has had the opportunity to travel with her family to Bali,
Singapore, Canada, Italy, England, South Korea, Mexico and
Vatican City – known to be the smallest country in the world.
Within the United States, Celeste has been to California,
Hawaii, Maine, Massachusetts, Oregon and Vermont.
This past year, Celeste went on a family vacation to Rome,
and was asked by her first-grade teacher, Dawn Przekurat, to
keep a journal. When she came back to school, Celeste was
invited to share the exciting details of her trip with the rest of
the class.
“She’s a very bright little girl, she’s quite creative and
artistic, loves to read and write stories, especially fiction, and
writes and puts on little plays to perform,” said Przekurat.
When asked which place her favorite has been to visit so
far, Celeste chose Hawaii because of its warm climate, and
said she really enjoyed drinking out of coconuts.
For this year’s school picture, Celeste honored her
heritage by choosing to wear a Hanbok, which is a traditional
South Korean dress that she got while traveling there during
the summer. “Everyone at school thought I looked like a
princess.”
Celeste is very interested in the arts – both studio and

SERVING THE UPSTATE NY AREA

performance – and claims
her favorite part of the
school day is art class, due
to her love of drawing and
painting.
“I like to work on
paintings because I get to
make beautiful pictures. I
like to use paint because the
color really spreads and it’s
pretty,” said Joo-Schwaber.
“Celeste loves choice
time when she can decide to
work on a number of projects
independently. She usually chooses to draw, and she has
the freedom to work on these self-guided projects at Brown
School,” said Rachel Joo, Celeste’s mother.
Outside of school, Celeste takes ballet lessons locally at
Myers Ballet Studio. Ms. Myers happens to be the artistic
director of the annual performance of The Nutcracker. This
year, Celeste had the part of gingerbread, and last year she
played a little mouse. “It was hard work walking under the
skirt and trying not to get my toes pinched,” said
Joo-Schwaber. n

Respect, Intergrity, Trust
New Delivery & Small Moves • Furniture
Exercise Equipment • Appliances
Mattresses & More!

& Hauling
Locally Owned &
Operated by Veterans
& Military Family
Members
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Residential & Commercial Clean-outs
Single Items to Multi-Trailer

518-944-0901

www.JDogNY.com | JDogCR@JDog.com
CLIFTON PARK Neighbors

CHAMBER SPOTLIGHT

Welcome to the Neighborhood
By Pete Bardunias, President/CEO, the Chamber of Southern Saratoga County

Shenendehowa Deputy Superintendent Dr. Elizabeth Wood addresses an
audience of students, district leaders, dignitaries and elected officials at a
new library dedication at High School East (www.shenet.org) in January.
Built in 1970, the original library served well for nearly 5 decades, but needed
enhancements to remain relevant to modern education. Conceived before
computers and many modern learning tools were commonplace, the library
was completely reconstructed to create a modern space that can fully support
student needs. Interestingly, the new library shares one feature with the old –
few desktop computers. Today’s students carry so-called Chromebooks (small
laptops) around the campus the way they used to carry textbooks in days of old.
The Southern Saratoga branch of the Capital District YMCA celebrated 50 years serving
the local community in January. The “Y” (1 Wall St, Clifton Park, cdymca.org) focuses on
youth development, healthy living and social responsibility, creating programs that serve
the above purposes while providing opportunities for all. The anniversary event, held at
the Hilton Garden Inn in downtown Clifton Park, featured speakers and video highlighting
the great contributions the YMCA and its dedicated staff and volunteers have done for our
community over the years. On hand to cut the ceremonial ribbon were the board of directors
of the Capital District YMCA, area elected officials, the Chamber of Southern Saratoga
County, YMCA employees and many community volunteers who have served for half a century.

Meet other business neighbors at www.southernsaratoga.org.

OVERWHELMED?
DISORGANIZED?
TIRED of it ALL?

DIAMONDS
Local Family-Owned Business

Symbol of Purity &
Innocence

OVER 30 YEARS in the
Diamond Industry

Special Pricing

30Diamonds
% OFF
1524 Rt 9, Clifton Park, NY | 518-630-5243
www.ssaxonfinejewels.com
Always BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS & COINS

holly pajak’s

Professional Expert in:
Organizing
Downsizing
Decision Making
Real Estate Staging

seniormovesbydesignny

we handle the details

Start Your Spring
Cleaning Now!
Call 518-339-7361

www.SeniorMovesNY.com

JAY’S

518-312-6000

www.jaysprecisionpools.com
JAY GOETZ - OWNER

Call for a free on site evaluation
of your swimming pool.

April 2019
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday, Apr 1
PRESCHOOL NATURE HOURBIRDS AND NESTS
@Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park,
Wilton
This monthly program is for our
youngest explorers (ages 3-6 years
old) where we use children’s love
of nature to teach simple concepts.
Adults are expected to attend. This
is an outdoor program so please
come dressed for the weather. We
will go on a short walk, do a simple
nature craft and have a healthy
snack! REGISTRATION REQUIRED.
Time: 10:30-11:30am
Cost: FREE ADMISSION

Tuesday, Apr 2
BUTTERFLIES & BLOOMS AT MISCI
@miSci (Museum of Innovation and
Science), Schenectady
Butterflies are back at miSci! Escape
winter’s chill and discover brilliantly
colored native butterflies at miSci’s
indoor butterfly house. Watch
butterflies at every stage of life from egg to the chrysalis chamber
to adulthood. Learn about different
species of butterflies from the area,
what butterflies eat and how scientists
use butterflies as examples for new
technology. Wear layers.
Time: 9am
Cost: Admission to Misci

Thursday, Apr 4
DINE TO DONATE
@Blaze Pizza, 11 Clifton Country
Road, Clifton Park
Show the flyer on our Facebook
page (@BlazePizza) before paying,
and Blaze Pizza will donate 20%
of proceeds from your meal to the
Bernard & Millie Duker Children’s
Hospital at Albany Medical Center.
Time: 4-8pm

Friday-Sunday, Apr 5-7
THE CAPITAL REGION HOME
SHOW
@SportsPlex of Halfmoon, Clifton Park
Designed for homeowners who are in
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all stages of remodeling, landscaping
and decorating their homes. Includes
home improvement and remodeling
exhibits with product demonstrations
and sample interior and exterior
vignettes. Plus, with our exhibitors’
special, show-only deep discounts,
you have a fantastic opportunity to
shop, compare and save all under
one roof - in a fun, interactive
environment!
Time: Friday 11am-8pm, Saturday 10am8pm & Sunday 10am-6pm
Cost: $10 at the door or FREE online @
www.capitalregionhomeshow.com

Wednesday, Apr 10
HOW TO MAKE THE RIGHT
MOVE BRUNCH
@Coburg Village, Rexford
Join Senior Moves By Design’s Holly
Pajak and LB Morse from Howard
Hanna Real Estate Services as they
offer tips & ideas about downsizing
and selling your home. Learn about
their support services and the best
way to make a smooth transition
during this exciting journey, all
while enjoying a complimentary
brunch in the beautiful resort-like
setting at Coburg Village!
Time: 10am-12pm
Cost: FREE

Friday-Sunday, Apr 12-14
EMPIRE STATE COMIC CON
@Albany Capital Center, 55 Eagle
Street, Albany
Get ready, Albany, for the biggest
and best pop culture convention in
the Capital Region. This 3-day event
will feature celebrities from all genres
of TV, movies and cartoons, some
of the best names in the comic art
community, as well as the greatest
vendors in the area with those hard-tofind toys, comics and collectibles. Be
sure to stop by and finish that want list
and even meet some of your favorite
celebrities, get their autographs and
have your picture taken with them at
this amazing event.
Time: Fri 3-9pm; Sat 10am-7pm; Sun
10am-5pm

Saturday, Apr 13
5TH ANNUAL BLUE NEEDS YOU
8K RUN
@High Rock Pavilion, Saratoga
Springs
The 5th annual ‘Blue Needs You’
8K run will be held in beautiful
downtown Saratoga Springs. Over
600 runners participate in this
unique race to support individuals
seeking temporary respite from
harsh winter conditions at Code
Blue Saratoga Emergency Shelter.
This event has raised over $100,000
to support safe shelter since 2005.
Time: 8:30am
Cost: For more information and
to register, visit http://www.
codeblueneedsyou.org/wordpress/

Saturday, Apr 13
LAWN CARE SEMINAR
@Kulaks Garden Center, Rexford
Time: 10am
Cost: FREE

Saturday, Apr 13
SHEN FOUNDATION’S
8TH ANNUAL GREEN &
WHITE GALA
@Hilton Garden Inn, Clifton Park
We would like to cordially invite
you to join us for our annual
Green & White Gala. The Gala,
in its eighth year, remains the
main source of funding for the
Shen Foundation, which raises
money to support innovation
and enhanced educational
opportunities for Shenendehowa
students. Visit: https://shened.
foundation/2019/01/30/
the-shenendehowa-educationalfoundation-green-white-gala/
Time: 7-11pm

Sunday, Apr 14
BEST BUDDIES FRIENDSHIP WALK
@Crossgates Mall, Albany
The Best Buddies Friendship Walk
is the leading walk in the country,
supporting inclusion for people
with intellectual and developmental
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disabilities (also known as IDD).
Since 2009, more than 150,000
participants in 60 cities have walked
to raise awareness for one-to-one
friendships, integrated employment,
leadership development and inclusive
living for people with IDD. Funds
raised at the walks help move our
mission forward by funding local
Best Buddies programs. Each walk
provides a unique opportunity to see
our mission in action at a local level.
Every dollar raised goes towards
making the world a more inclusive
and accepting place. Register today:
bestbuddiesfriendshipwalk.org/
Albany
Time: 8-11am

savory buffet style brunch.
Time: 8:30am-3:30pm
Cost: $29.95

Monday Apr 22
EARTH DAY CELEBRATION
@Camp Saratoga, Scout Road,
Parking Lot #1, Gansevoort
Join us for an Earth Day Celebration!
Below are the various programs we
are having the day of.
Time: 10am Volunteer Habitat
Conservation Project (Registration
Required); 10am-3pm Fire Tower
and Ranger Cabin Tours; 1pm
Beavers, Nature’s Builders Program
(Registration Required); 6pm Saratoga
Stryders Monday Trail Run

Sunday, Apr 14

Thursday, Apr 26

ANNUAL EASTER EVENT
AT KULAK’S NURSERY &
LANDSCAPING
@Kulak’s Nursery & Landscaping,
Rexford
Bring the kids to see the Easter
Bunny, see and pet the live farm
animals, and plant wheat grass for
their Easter egg.
Time: 11am-3pm
Cost: $5 per family

16TH ANNUAL DINING OUT
FOR LIFE®
@Participating Restaurants Across
Northeastern New York
The Alliance for Positive Health
(formerly the AIDS Council of
Northeastern New York) will host
the 16th Annual Dining Out For
Life® event at restaurants across
Northeastern New York! On this
day, restaurants will commit 25%(or
more!) of their food and beverage
sales to the agency’s local HIV/AIDS
programs and services. To participate
in this year’s event, simply donate
your appetite and dine out at any
participating location. Participating
restaurants can be found in Albany,
Clifton Park, East Greenbush, Hudson,

Saturday, Apr 20
8TH ANNUAL BRUNCH WITH THE
EASTER BUNNY
@Liberty Ridge Farm, Schaghticoke
Visit with baby farm animals, get
photos with the Easter Bunny, take a
pony ride ($5 fundraiser) and enjoy a
Albany
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Plattsburgh, Saratoga, Schenectady,
Troy and other communities in the
Greater Capital Region and North
Country. All money raised will stay
local to support our neighbors here in
Northeastern New York affected by
HIV/AIDS. Learn more by visiting the
Alliance for Positive Health’s website:
http://www.allianceforpositivehealth.
org/news-events/dofl.
Time: 8am-9pm

Saturday, Apr 27
17TH ANNUAL HADLEY MAPLE
IN APRIL FESTIVAL
@Rockwell Street, Hadley
The annual Hadley Maple in April
Festival is fun for the whole family!
Breakfast, vendors, arts & crafts, a
car show, and more!

Saturday, Apr 27
CAPITAL REGION GROWN-UP
EASTER EGG HUNT
@Mabee Farm Historic Site, 1100 Main
Street, Rotterdam Junction
Join us for the 2019 Capital Region
Grown Up Egg Hunt! This year, we’ll
be hosting the event at Mabee Farm
Historic Site to allow for more people,
more prizes and more fun! The day
will include food trucks, craft beer
and the opportunity to win lots and
lots of great prizes! All proceeds this
year will benefit the Melissa Daniels
Memorial Scholarship fund.
Time: 11am-3pm
Cost: $20
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We MAke IT eASy

Free detailed, written quotes, Better Business
Bureau A+ rating, references provided
with driving directions.
Call 518.479.1400 or request a FREE estimate
appointment at www.broweasphalt.com

Beautiful

Everything a driveway should be.

& BUILT TO LAST
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Driveways

| Parking Lots | Tennis Courts | Private Roads
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NON-PROFIT SPOTLIGHT

Caffe Lena
By Eddie Godino

Nothing brings people together
quite like music, and Lena Spencer
knew that when she opened Caffè
Lena in 1960. What was once just
a coffee house operating out of an
old woodworking shop, has become
a historical landmark, recognized
by both the Library of Congress
and the Grammy Foundation for
its contributions to the music field.
Some of America’s most beloved folk
songwriters came out of Caffè Lena,
including the one and only Bob Dylan.
Following Lena’s passing in 1989,
a group of her close friends converted
the caffè to a non-profit organization,
feeling that it was the best way to
honor and continue her legacy. More
recently, in 2016, Caffè Lena underwent
a massive, $2 million renovation,
providing improved accessibility
for the handicapped, state-of-the-art
sound systems, and ensuring that
the non-profit has a home for years
to come. But while the once humble
venue has become much grander, its
mission remains resoundingly simple.

NURSERY - GRADE 10

150 Corlaer Ave.
Schenectady, NY
518-370-0366
BrownSchool.org
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“Our goal is to create a space where
people listen deeply to music that
has deep roots,” said Executive and
Artist Director Sarah Craig. “It’s an
experience focused on connecting folks,
more than adhering to a traditional
definition of folk music.” Caffè Lena
still aims to create that feeling of
intimacy and friendship that made it so
successful to begin with.
Caffè Lena is known as the oldest
continually operating folk music venue
in the United States, but they are not
limited to one genre. Jazz, gospel,
classical, rock – all types of music
are welcome. In the words of Board
President Jim Mastroianni, “This is a
chance to carry out our mission as a
venue that invests in the future roots
music. That’s how we keep this music
branching out, and we truly believe

that’s what we’re here for.” And with
modern technology, the music of Caffè
Lena can now be broadcasted live.
Viewers across the nation can tune in at
www.concertwindow.com/caffelena,
or if you’d prefer to enjoy the music
on your own time, check out the
“Live at Caffè Lena” CD set, available
for purchase on their website or
through Amazon.
Caffè Lena hosts an open mic every
Monday night at 7:30, as well as other
events throughout the month, and
volunteers provide full table service
at every event. The menu is very diet
friendly, and ingredients are sourced
from right here in the Capital Region.
Sign up for events is free. Visit http://
www.caffelena.org/support/ to find
out how else you can help support this
American treasure. n

CLIFTON PARK Neighbors

HISTORY

Elnora Hotel
By John L. Scherer, Clifton Park Town Historian

Elnora Hotel, Belott Road, Elnora,
c. 1910. This postcard view by Parker
Goodfellow is one of Goodfellow’s
sample postcards, hence the number
in the sky portion. Goodfellow would
travel to various stores and hotels in the
Clifton Park and Halfmoon areas selling
his postcards. Those purchasing cards
could order them by the number on the
sample cards. The Town of Clifton Park
is fortunate in owning a complete set of
Parker Goodfellow’s sample postcards.
The sign over the door in the
photograph reads: “G. G. Belott Elnora
Hotel.” The railroad tracks and crossing
were just to the left. Because of the train
station and freight depot, Elnora became a
chief stopping-off place. The overpass replaced the crossing in the 1920s, and Belott Road became a dead end. n

SARATOGA ARTS

Saratoga Arts
Contributed by Emma Huneck, Saratoga Arts

At The Library..

View oil paintings by Lisa David, an art teacher at
Shenendehowa High School, on display at the Clifton ParkHalfmoon Public Library from April 2 - April 29! Lisa is a
member of Saratoga Arts and exhibiting her work through
the Art in Public Places program.

art, theater and book
camps are available for
kids ages 5-14. Don’t
wait to sign them up;
spots are filling quickly!
Visit www.saratoga-arts.org/education/summercamp for
more information and to register them today! n

At The Gallery.. .

GET SAFE FLOORS,

Summer Camp…

Don’t risk dangerous
and costly slip and fall
accidents. Treatments
are fast & cost
effective, making
prevention the
easy choice.

Visit The Arts Center Gallery at Saratoga Arts to view
Transformations: Works by Arlene Baker, Gail Nadeau, Lauren
Sandler & Sheri Snedeker. The exhibit will be on display
through May 4.

Do your kids love to create, act, make art, read and more?
Sign them up for Saratoga Art’s popular summer camp!
Offered for 9 weeks each summer; half and full day camps;

wet or dry!

518-221-3271
for a no obligation
solution assessment

www.SlipStoppers518.com
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Call us at

Like us on Facebook @SlipStoppers
Instagram @SlipStoppers518
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Find Out What Your Clifton Park
Home Is Worth Online!
Willie Miranda Visit: www.518HomeValue.com
Real Estate Broker/Owner
Miranda Real Estate Group, Inc.
wmiranda@mrgteam.com

518-376-1073

This is not intended to solicit properties listed for sale.

Your friendly neighborhood garden center

Garden Center
Gift Store
Design/Build Landscape
& Hardscape Services
Local Delivery
MENTION OR BRING IN THIS AD FOR 10% OFF YOUR FIRST ORDER.

1615 Route 146
Rexford, NY 12148
kulaksnursery.com
518-399-2404

