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Dear  CLIFTON PARK RESIDENTS
It’s back-to-school season and with that comes a flurry of activity. 

Routines shift once again as the kids settle into their new school year, and the 
quieter days around the house offer us time to think about what should be 
accomplished before the winter. 

As you read through the pages of this month’s issue, take a moment to 
think about what needs to be done at your house. Has it been a while since you 
cleaned out that garage? If so, September is a great time to tackle that project. The 
weather is still nice, but the temperatures start to ease up, so read our organizing 
tips on p. 5, then get out there and see what kind of magic you can do!

September is also a good time to make sure all your life paperwork is in 
order. Do you have life insurance to protect your family? Read p. 6 to see why 
this is important and the best way to make it work for you and your family.

This is also the month for Nick’s Run through the Nick’s Fight to be Healed 
Foundation. Meet the 2019 Nick’s Warrior Kids on p. 7 and be sure to support 
this wonderful resource for Capital Region families.

Mark DiCocco shares his background and family with us on p. 8. Meet the 
man behind all the beautiful fences in the Capital Region!

Want to soak in every last bit of the good weather? Head up to the 
Adirondack Balloon Festival for a sight to behold! (And yummy food too!) 
There are still a lot of great events happening in the area this month, so pick a 
few off the list and don’t forget to send us your pictures. We want to feature 
our neighbors and all the fun activities in the area, so please send us your 
submissions on Facebook at @CPNeighbors or email them to me at jcaputo@
bestversionmedia.com.

Have a wonderful month!  

Jenna
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175 Freemans Bridge Road (at Route 50), Scotia  •  518-370-4911  •  mohawkhonda

A  FA M I LY  T R A D I T I O N

Mohawk Honda has its roots 

in the company founded a 

century ago by my grandfather, 

Joseph Haraden. Since then, our 

family has grown significantly, as has 

our family business. Today, Mohawk 

Honda is the Capital Region’s #1* Honda

dealer, selling and servicing thousands of cars

each year.

Much of our success is founded on what each

Haraden generation has taught the next: 

treat the people around you with respect and

dignity and everything else will fall into place.

Jeff Haraden, on behalf 
of the Haraden family

*BASED ON 2013/2014/2015/2016/2017/2018 NEW VEHICLE SALES PER AHM

FOUR GENERATIONS OF THE HARADEN FAMILY ARE SERVING THE
COMMUNITY THROUGH THEIR WORK AT MOHAWK HONDA 

AND THROUGH THEIR VOLUNTEER INVOLVEMENT 

To mark our centennial, 

Mohawk Honda is donating 

$10,000 to each of 10 local 

charities. In addition, our 

employees – nearly 200 strong –

will be serving 10,000 hours of 

community service throughout the year.

Since 1919, we’ve been proud to meet the 

region’s automotive needs, and proud to 

call this community home. And we look 

forward to serving you and our community

for the next 100 years.

19 MOH FAMILY AD 06_Layout 1  2/22/19  9:35 AM  Page 1
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info@silverpenproductions.com
www.silverpenproductions.com
518-330-3685

JAY’S

518-312-6000
www.jaysprecisionpools.com

JAY GOETZ - OWNER

Call for a free on site evaluation
of your swimming pool.

Don’t risk dangerous 
and costly slip and fall 
accidents. Treatments 
are fast & cost  
effective, making 
prevention the  
easy choice.

GET SAFE FLOORS, 
    wet or dry! 

www.SlipStoppers518.com

Call us at 
518-221-3271 

for a no obligation 
solution assessment

Like us on Facebook @SlipStoppers
Instagram @SlipStoppers518 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

All summer long you’ve been running in and out of 
the garage, dropping everything from lawn and garden 
equipment to sporting goods to the parts of projects you’ve 
been meaning to get to. Now that it’s fall, it’s time to clean 
out and organize the garage so you can put everything away 
in its place and still have room for the car! Where to begin?

Gather up the family and do it together! More hands 
make less work & you can do this all in one day!

REMOVE EVERYTHING: Always start at the front of 
the garage so you have room to work and don’t have to 
lift things up and around others. Make sure you have big 
contractor garbage bags and boxes, along with some clear 
plastic bins. Now start removing everything! As you do, 
put them into one of three categories:

• KEEP: Sort like items as you go, just piling them for now: 
Sporting Goods - bikes, kayaks, basketballs, croquet, ski 
or camping equipment, etc.; Yard and Garden - lawn 
equipment, garden tools, potting soil, fertilizers, etc.; 
Automotive - tires, tools, oils, cleaning products, jumper 
cables, etc.; Recycling; Holiday Décor; etc.

• DONATE/SELL: Anything you haven’t used in a year 
or two, duplicates, those items you’ve been meaning 
to fix, the baby stroller now that your kids are teens - 
either donate or have a yard sale - TOMORROW! (That 
way you only have to move it once.) It’s already outside 
so snap a few picks and list it online!

• TRASH: You know what this is - if it’s broken, worn, 
tired - get rid of it!

CLEAN: Before you put anything back in the garage 
you need to start at the BACK of the garage. Sweep down 
the walls, wipe off the shelves and then sweep off the floor! 
You’ll be really glad you did! Now is the time to clean the 
floor with TSP, a broom and a hose, or have it professionally 
sealed so it repels the oil and dirt in the future.

ORGANIZE: Now that you know how much “stuff” 
you really want to keep, organizing it in plastic bins, on 
shelves or in toolboxes will help. Think vertically for more 
space! There are a myriad of options to use here from metal 
shelves to wall units, to DIY, but plan it out first. Make 
zones for each of your “keep” categories allowing the most 
used items to be more accessible. For example, the bikes 
can go on the wall or ceiling, to make room for the car in 
the winter. The lawn mower goes to the back while the 
leaf blower and snow blower move up front, winter sports 
down, summer up - you get the idea.

CALL JDOG: Now that you have a place for everything 
you want, call the professionals to come and take away the 
rest. While they are there, let them take apart and remove 
that old unused hot tub or swing set, the tires hiding out 
back or the broken patio furniture. They will donate what 
they can, sell what they can’t and trash only what really 
can’t be salvaged. Best of all, the proceeds go to charity! 
They are fast, efficient, professional and reliable. By 
Monday, you could be all done!!  n

Get Your Garage Back 
By RJ Gagnon

& Hauling& Hauling
Locally Owned & 

Operated by Veterans 
& Military Family 

Members

Respect    Integrity    TrustServing the Upstate NY Area

Residential & Commercial Cleanouts
Single Items to Multi-Trailer

New Delivery & Small Moves • Furniture
Exercise Equipment • Appliances

Mattresses & More!

JDogEmpire.com
JDogCR@JDog.com

844-GET-JDOG
518-944-0901
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INSURANCE

Life Insurance Planning 
for You and Your Family 
By Tricia Rulison

It is extremely critical to have a trusted life insurance 
agent to advise you when choosing a policy to protect 
your family and their assets when you are gone. Most 
people understand that they need life insurance to support 
their family when they die, but deciding what kind of life 
insurance to purchase, the amount of money you need from 
a death benefit and how much you are willing to pay for 
the policy may be a confusing process. It doesn’t have to be 
complicated! Just meet with Willie and Tony from Miranda 
Insurance and they will guide you through the process.

When you buy a life insurance policy, it pays to your 
beneficiary or beneficiaries when you die. The money will 
provide for them when you no longer can do so. This is 
a major decision requiring careful planning and should 
not be left to just a form you sign at work. Having a 
primary life insurance policy that is outside of work and 
completely portable should be your major objective. 
Having an insurance agent who knows you personally is 

important because then you have a bond with someone 
who knows your situation when you are planning or have a 
question or concern. It gives people peace of mind to know 
that when they die, they do not have to worry about their 
family being unable to pay for their home, the utility bills 
or groceries. No one wants to think about dying, but the 
last thing you want is for your family to grieve for your loss 
AND have to struggle to survive themselves.

“Life insurance wasn’t something I ever thought of. 
However, after my husband and I welcomed our first child, 
we knew we needed to protect our family, should anything 
ever happen. Willie and Tony both have an extensive 
knowledge in insurance and guided us through the process 
to understand the right option for our family. If we didn’t 
take the time to sit down with them, we would have never 
found this out,” says Brian & Tricia Rulison.

Tony Skrabalak, Miranda’s Financial Representative, 
has been involved with the life insurance process for 
over 28 years. His knowledge and expertise have helped 
many families within our agency. The only way to be sure 
you have a good life plan is to work with a professional 
who will provide you with a complete examination 
before recommending any solutions for your situation. 
A professional who recognizes the need for a thorough 
analysis of your situation is your best defense against 
leaving your loved ones without enough financial help if 
something happens to you.

Pick up your FREE copy of Informed and Insured by Willie 
Miranda and get a quote today! Call 518-373-1458 or stop into 
our office, located at 1480 Route 9 in Clifton Park, for more 
information!  n

10
01

35
32

Willie Miranda
518-373-1458
1480 Route 9
Clifton Park
williemiranda@allstate.com

Personalized service. Trusted advice.

The more you protect, the more you save.
I can help you protect more than you’d expect. I also have 
lots of ways to help you save when you bundle your policies.
Get the savings you deserve. Call me or stop by my office for 
a free quote.

Subject to terms, conditions and availabiliy. Savings vary by state and product line. Allstate 
Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity 
Co., Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.

Better
together.

+ + = SAVE

Considered one of the best places to work in North America, Best Version Media 
is looking for Account Executives in micro-targeted areas. BVM is one of the 

fastest growing Media companies in the U.S. and Canada.

Contact Barb Schrader (Publisher) for more information.
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NON-PROFIT SPOTLIGHT

Nick’s Fight to be Healed Foundation (NFTBHF,) 
in conjunction with the Honsinger family, is proud to 
announce its 10th Annual Nick’s Run to be Healed 5K on 
Sunday, September 29, 2019 at the Clifton Commons in 
Clifton Park. This year we are proud to honor JP Honsinger 
and Olivia DeWitt, both from Clifton Park. 16-year-old JP 
was diagnosed with Niemann-Pick Type C (NPC) disease 

at age 10. NPC is a rare neuro-degenerative disease that 
primarily strikes children before or during adolescence and 
is known as childhood Alzheimer’s. Olivia was diagnosed 
with B-Cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia on June 30, 

2017, when she was 3 ½ years 
old. She is now 5, will attend 
kindergarten and will complete 
treatment on 10/19/19. Olivia 
is one of approximately 90 
children who are diagnosed 
every year just in our area.

The 10th year of the run 
also marks the 10th year of the 
foundation. It was formed in 
memory of Nick Cammarata, 
who passed away on October 
26, 2008 from leukemia. 
Donations support programs 
that reduce stress for the 
entire family, such as financial 
assistance, Family Hope Bags 
(filled with travel essentials and 
gift cards), as well as emotional 
support. Both Olivia and JP are treated at The Melodies 
Center in The Bernard & Millie Duker Children’s Hospital. 
For the past 20 years, the run has supported The Melodies 
Center and will continue to do so. It is an annual event 
deeply ingrained in the Clifton Park community as well as 
the Capital District.

After this year, the Honsinger family will take over 
Nick’s Run and pave the way to not only help children 
battling life-threatening illnesses at The Melodies Center, 
but also provide funds to research a cure for NPC.

Our hope is that this generous community will continue 
to support Nick’s Run to be Healed 5K so that our children, 
our future, can lead their best lives possible. For more 
information on the run and how you can help, please visit 
www.fighttobehealed.org.  n 

2019 Nick’s Warriors
By Janine Cammarata
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By Jenna Caputo
Photos by Super Source Media

Mark DiCocco is a take-it-apart-and-put-it-back-together 
kind of guy. He has always loved seeing how everything 
works. Originally from Schenectady, his family moved to 
Clifton Park when he was five years old. They wanted a 
nice place to raise their family, and Mark has been here ever 
since. Growing up, he loved to play outside with his friends 
and brother, Tim.

They would often work with their father to restore 
muscle cars from the late 1960s to early ‘70s. They had 
two Camaros – a ‘69 Z28 and a ‘69 SS, as well as a Big 
Block ’70 Chevelle. They even worked on their neighbor’s 
’67 Corvette. When not working on the cars, they would 
design, build and install custom car stereo systems as 
well. While in high school at Shen, Mark played football, 

wrestled and participated on the track team as a shot put 
and discus thrower.

His wife, Bernadette, grew up along the St. Lawrence 
River in Waddington, NY. She has a brother and two sisters. 
Bernadette went to school at SUNY Plattsburgh, but it 
wasn’t until later that they realized they had often crossed 
paths during those years, knowing some of the same people 
at Plattsburgh. Mark and Bernadette did not officially meet 
until 2001 in Saratoga Springs. They married in 2006 and 
honeymooned in Hawaii.

Mark started out working for Coca-Cola and Mac Tools, 
but in 2006, Mark worked as a commercial estimator and 
gate operator technician at a friend’s local fence company. 
He realized he had found his passion and decided to 
eventually go out on his own. “I aspired to be a small 
business owner since I was in high school,” says Mark. “I 

COVER STORY

Mark 
DiCocco

Family Man
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always felt it was the path I should be on.  It just took a 
little longer to get there.”

Now he owns Precision Gate and Fence. Specializing in 
custom fence and gate operator systems, they tailor each 
project to meet their clients’ needs, with capabilities to 
custom design and create systems as well as furnish and 
install the more standard vinyl, chain link and ornamental 
aluminum systems.

Mark is factory trained in gate operator service and 
installations and is grateful to work with his best friend of 
over 30 years, Eric Hoeffer, who brings over two decades 
of fence and gate operator installation experience to the 
company. Eric is also a captain at their volunteer fire 
department and is a husband and father to three children.

Mark and Bernadette now have two children – Anthony 

(5) and Gavin (2). They enjoy camping together, and the 
boys love four wheeling with their dad and swimming in 
their grandmother’s pool. They also enjoy taking part in all 
the wonderful things our community has to offer, including 
visiting the state parks and lakes. “I find my family 
amazing,” says Mark. “I am truly blessed to have my wife 
and those two beautiful, smart, funny, talented boys and am 
grateful for them everyday.”

Bernadette now works as a clinical research coordinator 
at St. Peter’s Cancer Care Center, helping find clinical 
research treatments to help eligible patients treat their 
cancer. She follows the patient through treatment and 
works closely with the provider to ensure the best course of 
treatment each step of the way.

Anthony loves to climb into his dad’s truck and always 
wants to go to work with him. He says he wants to be a 
fence worker like his dad. Mark jokes that Anthony will 
probably end up being his boss someday.

Mark is a consummate family man. Most of his free time 
is spent with his whole family, including siblings, parents 
and cousins. “We really enjoy each other and spending 
quality time together!” he says. Though his father passed 
away from cancer last year, his mom lives nearby, and his 
grandmother is still living in their original family home in 
Schenectady, independent at 98 years old. Tim and his wife, 
Kelly, also live nearby with their three girls ages 7, 16 and 18.

Mark’s dad instilled a strong work ethic in him from 
a very young age and that fuels Mark’s company now, 
keeping the client as first priority. “I love helping our 
clients!” says Mark. “Most other companies just look at 
clients as another job; we help clients make their dreams a 
reality. Over the years, we have had many clients that saved 
for a few years to get the right system for their yard and 
we’re proud to be a part of that!”

The weather can be a very frustrating part of the job 
(it rained almost every day this May and June!), but he 
views every day as a gift. They enjoy what they do and it 
makes even the most frustrating aspects of the job seem 
simple. He is looking to expand in the upcoming year and 
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explore more gate operator projects at both residences and 
businesses. Despite their new growth, one thing will never 
change – their dedication to their clients. “I appreciate 
every opportunity to talk to a customer about their needs. 
We may be growing every year,” says Mark, “But I treat 
every customer like they are my only customer and give 
them my full focus and attention.” He lives by his favorite 

quote, “If you don’t build your dream, someone will hire 
you to help build theirs.”

“I want to be sure that I leave a positive and long-lasting 
legacy for my children. This includes being sure every 
customer is happy and satisfied with my work,”  
says Mark.

He enjoys giving and teaching others, believing that to 
succeed in life we must teach as well as learn each day. If 
the weather is not cooperating for a fence installation, he’ll 
often jump in at friends’ other small businesses to help out 
and also to learn something new that might be useful in  
the future.

But his family is still his number one passion, and he 
urges everyone to value his/her time on this earth and be 
kind to each other. “I wish all those I love long, healthy 
lives. I am so excited to watch my boys grow up and to see 
the men they will become, the children I hope they have 
and the exciting directions they choose!” n

Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate 
your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming issues! 

Contact us at jcaputo@bestversionmedia.com.

CALL US FOR YOUR 

FREE 
Estimate!

We install and 

service a full 
line of residential 
and commercial 
fence and gate 
operator systems 

and can design 

and build to meet 
almost any need and 
budget.



COMMUNITY EVENT 

Imagine yourself floating higher and higher with nary 
a sound as you are traveling with the breeze. Floating high 
above the Adirondack Mountains and lakes is an incredible 
experience that both professionals and amateurs look 
forward to each year. Named one of the TOP 100 Events 
in North America, the Adirondack Balloon Festival was 
started as a way to help draw visitors to the North Country 
in early fall and is now one of the largest in the country 
with almost 100 balloons and 150,000 visitors every year.

This stunning festival features a wide variety of hot 
air balloons. You’ll see the typical rounded and colorful 
balloons as well as some really unique shapes! You can 
walk right up and talk to the “pilots” and watch as they 
blow up the balloons and gently ascend into the air. Take 
part in this wonderful festival and watch these vibrant 
balloons take to the sky in a rainbow of colors!

Balloon flights occur just after 
sunrise or close to sunset as they 
do not fly during the day. So, 
what do you do in between? Pack 
a blanket and a cooler along with 
a camera and take advantage 
of the incredible photo ops all 
around you! Listen to the live 
bands, attend a sunrise service, 
have breakfast in the hangar, 
shop the arts & crafts at over 100 
tents, play in a bounce house, eat 
your fill of hot dogs, hamburgers, 
fried dough and ice cream – and 
just revel in the wonderful way 
to spend a great weekend with 
family and friends. If you come for the evening Moon Glow 
(a sight to behold!) be sure to bring a flashlight and a jacket 
as it can cool down in the evening.

If you want to take a ride, simply go to www.
AdirondackBalloonFest.org/ where you will find details 
and pictures of the participating pilots and their balloons. If 
their phone number or email is listed, then they are willing 
to accept passengers. You can expect to pay in the range of 
$195-$225 per person for a balloon ride, however, each pilot 
sets his own price. Remember, all ballooning activities are 
weather dependent. They will not fly in the rain and the 
winds must be light in order for balloons to fly safely.

For what will now be its 47th year, the event remains 

open to the public, FREE OF CHARGE. General parking is 
plentiful and free as well, although VIP parking passes are 
available and handicapped parking can be found in both.
This event draws thousands of people so there can be traffic 

backups. Plan to come early and 
pack your patience too!

The festival is a not-for-profit 
organization, which is very rare 
for an event of its size and stature. 
Funding for the event is raised 
by volunteers and the event 
would not be possible without the 
tremendous community support 
they receive. All of the food 
vendors and the craft fair are run 
by local not for profits as well, 
such as the Rotary, Lions, Zonta 

and Open Door Mission, so the proceeds remain and are 
reinvested in our local community.

Please note that PETS ARE NOT ALLOWED as they 
can be spooked by the loud pitch of the balloon burners, 
and with large crowds, they can be a safety hazard. 
DRONES ARE NOT ALLOWED either due to safety 
concerns. Since hot air balloons use propane gas to make 
their flame, SMOKING IS NOT ALLOWED as this gas 
is highly flammable and smoking could endanger the 
balloonist and spectators as well.

Check out the full schedule of events at www.
AdirondackBalloonFest.org and follow them on Facebook 
at The Official Adirondack Balloon Festival.  n

Adirondack Balloon Festival, 
Sept. 19-22, 2019
By Barb Schrader
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Mondays, Sept 2-Oct 28
CLIFTON PARK FARMERS’ 
MARKET
@Shenendehowa United Methodist 
Church, 971 NY 146, Clifton Park
You’ll find a selection of fruit, 
vegetables, flowers, take-home 
meals, eggs, jams, baked goods, 
honey, chocolate, chicken, pork, 
prepared food, dog treats & more! 
Open rain or shine.
Time: 2-5pm | Cost: FREE  

Tuesdays, Sept 3, 17
TOASTMASTERS - SARATOGA 
TURF TALKERS
@Saratoga County Prosperity 
Partnership, 2911 Route 9, Building 2, 
Ballston Spa
Since 1924, Toastmasters clubs have 
promoted effective communication 
and leadership worldwide. Our 
meetings are safe and supportive 
where anyone can learn the art of 
basic communication: listening, critical 
thinking or more advanced public 
speaking.
Time: 12-1pm | Cost: FREE

Friday, Sept 6
2019 ALBANY LABOR DAY 
PARADE
@Corning Preserve, Albany
CDTA Buses will bring you to the 
parade start at Academy Park across 
from the State Capitol. There will be 
food, music, rock wall, game truck 
and fireworks at dark.
Time: 6pm | Cost: FREE

Saturday-Sunday, Sept 7-8
THE CHEESE TOUR WITH WINE 
AND BEER
@Washington County, NY 
The Cheese Tour is put on every 
year by the Washington County 
Cheesemakers’ Guild, a small group 
of farmers and artisans in Eastern 
Upstate New York. Now in its 
13th year, the tour is a self-guided 
celebration of handmade artisanal 
and farmstead cheeses and the farms 
where they are produced. Each 

farm opens to the public and offers 
samplings, special products and 
authentic experiences unique to life on 
a farm in Washington County.
Time: 10am-4pm | Cost: FREE

Sunday, Sept 8
GRANDPARENTS’ DAY KIDZ 
CLUB: CANVAS BIRD ART
@Kulaks Nursery & Landscaping, 
1615 Route 146, Rexford
Using newspaper and other craft 
reinforcements, children will make 
their choice of bird. Painted on 
canvas for easy to hang  
anywhere! Sign up by 9/6 at  
www.kulaksnursery.com/events/
Time: 2pm | Cost: $10

Sunday, Sept 8
2019 GREATER ALBANY WALK 
FOR APRAXIA
@Halfmoon Town Park, Clifton Park
Helping Kids Find Their Voices. 
Childhood Apraxia of Speech (CAS) 
is a motor speech disorder that makes 
it difficult for children to speak. 
Children with CAS generally have a 
good understanding of language and 
know what they want to say. However, 
they have difficulty carrying out the 
complex sequenced movements that 
are necessary for intelligible speech.
Time: 9am-12pm
Cost: $20 Adult | $15 Student (Age 18 +) 
| $10 Child (Under 18) 

Sunday, Sept 8
ALBANY VEGFEST 2019
@Albany Capital Center, 55 Eagle 
Street, Albany
The Albany VegFest brings together 
the global health benefits of green 
sustainable living, environmental 
awareness and compassion for 
animals and all beings. More than 
100 regional and national exhibitors 
and expert speakers, fantastic  
vegan food, children’s zone,  
VegFest PLUS lounge & more. 
capregionvegans.org/albany-
vegfest/ 
Time: 10am- 5pm | Cost: FREE

Sunday, Sept 8
CAR, TRUCK & JEEP SHOW AT 
CURTIS LUMBER
@Curtis Lumber, 885 Route 67, 
Ballston Spa
10th Anniversary! Join us at one 
of the largest car and truck shows 
in the Capital Region! Hundreds 
of beautiful show vehicles, raffles, 
giveaways, food trucks, free face-
painting and so much more. A great 
family and pet-friendly day!
Time: 11am-3pm
Cost: FREE for spectators

Friday-Saturday, Sept 13-14
2019 IRISH 2000 FESTIVAL
@Saratoga County Fairgrounds, 162 
Prospect Street, Ballston Spa
The 23rd annual Irish 2000 Festival 
will offer Irish music including 
everything from Celtic punk and jam 
music to traditional, and everything 
in between. All funds raised go to 
various charities. Visit irish2kfest.
com/festival-info for more info.
Time: Fri 7-9pm; Sat 12-11pm
Cost: $16-$19 advance, $20/day or $30 both

Saturday, Sept 14
CLIFTON PARK FUR FEST
@Riverview Orchards, 660 
Riverview Rd, Rexford
Bring a Pet, Adopt a Pet! Saratoga 
County Animal Shelter Pet 
Adoptions, Animal Rescue Groups, 
Pet Vendors, Saratoga County 
Animal Response Team, $20 
Microchip Clinic, Saratoga County 
Sheriff K9 Demonstrations and Josh 
Grasssi from CP Pet Search.
Time: 11am-2pm | Cost: FREE

Saturday, Sept 14
10TH ANNUAL PEARLPALOOZA - 
PEARL STREET MUSIC FESTIVAL
@Pearl Street, Albany
Presented by SEFCU, downtown 
Albany’s biggest FREE all-day music 
festival is back for its 10th year! Join 
us on N. Pearl Street between Pine 
Street & Sheridan Avenue for live 
music on two stages along with Yoga 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Palooza and PearlPalooza Cornhole 
Tournament.
Time: 11am-8pm | Cost: FREE

Sunday, Sept 15
MOTHER TERESA CANCER 
AWARENESS FUND ANNUAL 
FALL VENDOR CRAFT SHOW
@Notre Dame Bishop Gibbons 
School, 2600 Albany Street, 
Schenectady
Fall Vendor Craft Show with Kids 
Zone, Bounce House, Chili Cook-
Off, Raffles, Bake Sale & Music. The 
Mother Teresa Cancer Awareness 
Fund is a 501c3 non-profit assisting 
those with cancer in the Capital 
District with expenses related to 
their treatment.
Time: 11am-3pm | Cost: FREE

Wednesday, September 18
CAR FIT
@Clifton Park Senior Community 
Center, 6 Clifton Common Court, 
Clifton Park
Shenendehowa Neighbors 
Connecting, with the Clifton Park 
Senior Community Center, 
is sponsoring Car Fit - a free, 
interactive and educational program 
designed to improve driver 
safety. Trained volunteers provide 
information to ensure the safest “fit” 
for older drivers and
their vehicles. Provided by the Driver 
Rehabilitation Program of Sunnyview 
Rehabilitation Hospital.
Time:  9am-12:30pm
Cost: FREE - Registration required by 
calling 518-383-1343 

Thursday-Sunday, Sept 19-22
ADIRONDACK BALLOON 
FESTIVAL 2019
@443 Queensbury Ave, Queensbury
Over 100 hot air balloons take to the 
sky at the 47th Annual Adirondack 
Balloon Festival, many in fun and 
special shapes. Visitors can walk 
inside half-inflated balloons, watch 
riders prepare for the flight and see 
the exceptional sight of air balloons 

taking off and floating into the sky. 
Live bands, bounce houses, train rides, 
Zonta Craft Fair and so much more! 
COME EARLY for best parking and 
views. For more info visit 
www.adirondackballoonfest.org/
Times: See Website| Cost: FREE

Sunday, Sept 22
20TH ANNUAL FALL  
ANTIQUES SHOW
@Clifton Park Elks, 695 MacElroy 
Rd., Ballston Lake
20th Annual Fall Antiques Show 
features 60+ vendors with a 
full range of antiques including 
primitives, folk art, quilts and 
linens, jewelry, artwork, pottery 
and crocks, china and glass, paper 
and ephemera, toys and collectibles, 
music and records, vintage, funky 
and steampunk.
Time: 9am-4pm | Cost: FREE

Monday, Sept 23
14TH ANNUAL MIRANDA 
CHARITY CORP. GOLF 
TOURNAMENT
@The Edison Club, 891 Riverview 
Road, Rexford
Join us for the 14th Annual Miranda 
Charity Corp. Golf Tournament to 
benefit the Bernard & Millie Duker 
Children’s Hospital at Albany Medical 
Center. To date, we have raised 
almost $300,000 for the hospital! We 
are looking for players, sponsors, 
raffle items and those who want to 
attend dinner to help us raise even 
more money this year! Register at 
MirandaGolfEvent.com
Time: 11am-8pm
Cost: Varies – See Website

September 26th
A TASTE THROUGH TIME
@Brookside Museum, 6 Charlton 
Street, Ballston Spa
Join us at our annual fundraiser for 
a casual evening of music, drinks, 
food and silent auction on the 
grounds of the historic Brookside 
Museum. Explore our library and 

enjoy historical objects and artifacts. 
Your support makes our education 
programs possible for thousands of 
children, as well as allowing us to 
preserve, protect and share our history 
with future generations.
Time: 5:30-7:30pm

Saturday, Sept 28
THE GREAT AMERICAN PET FEST 
AND HOME SHOW
@St Edwards, 569 Clifton Park 
Center Rd, Clifton Park
Bring a Pet, Adopt a Pet. The 
Saratoga Animal Shelter will have 
pets available for adoption, a vet to 
answer questions, Fr. Pat to bless 
the animals, etc. Over 30 vendors, 
music, food, prizes and raffles too.

Saturday, Sept 28
INAUGURAL HARVEST FESTIVAL 
IN HALFMOON
@Halfmoon Town Park, Clifton Park
Celebrate fall at Halfmoon Town 
Park! Formerly known as the Fall 
Festival, the Harvest Festival will 
offer a Bounce House, Rock Climbing 
Wall, Pony Rides, Petting Zoo, Games, 
Pumpkin Decorating, Face Painting 
and Balloon Artist, Live Music, 
Vendors, Hayrides and Chicken BBQ
Time: 12-4pm | Cost: FREE

Sunday, Sept 29
10TH ANNUAL NICK’S RUN TO 
BE HEALED 5K
@Clifton Commons, Clifton Park
This year, we are proud to honor JP 
Honsinger and Olivia DeWitt, both 
from Clifton Park with a Kids’ Run, 
a 2-mile walk, a 5K Run, a Zumba 
warm-up, kids’ carnival and more! 
Visit www.fighttobehealed.org for 
more information.  
Time: 10am-3pm | Cost: $25-$30
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A new insurance agency opened in early June, featuring the enthusiastic service, mindful care for customers and 
aggressive drive to succeed of Christina Lloyd and her State Farm agency near Exit 10. State Farm Insurance - Christina 
Lloyd  (323 Ushers Rd, Ballston Lake, 518-877-7999, www.sfagentchristina.com) chose the 97th birthday of State Farm 

(founded June 7, 1922) to cut the ceremonial ribbon, officially dedicating the agency. 
Christina, her family and friends celebrated with Senator Jim Tedisco, Assemblywoman 
Mary Beth Walsh and a large gathering of well-wishers. Back in March, her agency was a 
sponsor of the Great Upstate Boat Show in Queensbury, a reminder that State Farm offers 
insurance programs for boaters and other recreational interests.

Welcome to the Neighborhood
By Pete Bardunias, President/CEO, the Chamber of Southern Saratoga County

Meet other business neighbors at www.southernsaratoga.org.

Lissmac (www.lissmac-usa.com, 518-326-9094), a German-based company that provides construction technology, metal 
processing, materials handling systems and prefabricated plant-engineered structures, is building a large facility off Route 
146 near Halfmoon’s Area 3 (just west of Mechanicville), which will include an assembly and manufacturing operation. 
Construction is being done by Bast Hatfield. Lissmac is the first new industrial company 
to bring 21st Century manufacturing to that part of town and begin energizing the 
local economy. On June 4, representatives from both the Saratoga County Chamber and 
the Chamber of Southern Saratoga County were on hand along with Halfmoon Town 
Officials, Senator Jim Tedisco and Assemblywoman Mary Beth Walsh to celebrate their 
official groundbreaking and wish them much success!

CHAMBER SPOTLIGHT

Professional Expert in:
Organizing

Downsizing

Senior Move Relocation

Real Estate Staging

In  TRANSITION?
OVERWHELMED?
DISORGANIZED?
TIRED of it ALL?

Let Us Help You!
Call for a Free Consultation 

518-339-7361

seniormovesbydesignny
holly pajak’s

we handle the details

www.SeniorMovesNY.com 60 FREEMAN’S BRIDGE RD., SCOTIA

“Buy Where Service Counts” (518) 372-5611

TimeCutter®

SS SERIES ZERO 
TURN MOWERS

• Powerful engines from
Toro® and Kohler®

• 18” Extra-tall and premium
seats for superior comfort
• Smart Speed® Control

System for optimal 
performance

• 42” Cutting Width
TimeCutter SS4200

Model 74711 Shown

RELIABILITY
AT ITS BEST...

HOURS:
Mon.-Wed., Fri.: 8-6

Thurs.: 8-7
Saturday: 8-2

Closed Sunday

8/5 to 9/15 

up to $500 OFF
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

For the tenth year in a row the Women in Business 
Committee (WIB) of The Chamber of Southern Saratoga 
County have put together the Backpacks of Hope for this 
school year to benefit Wellspring (formerly known as 
Domestic Violence and Rape Crisis Services of Saratoga).  
Due to the overwhelming generosity of the community and 
chamber members, 2018 was a record-breaking year for 
this program, with over 400 backpacks filled with school 
supplies for local students whose families are impacted by 
domestic violence.

Backpacks of Hope is part of the WIB Committee’s 
hallmark charitable initiative, Baskets of Hope, which 
benefits local families seeking the assistance and refuge of 
Wellspring. As financial hardships only add to the burden 
of families facing domestic violence issues, providing these 

children with a brand new backpack filled with school 
supplies really helps ease these burdens during the busy 
start of the school year.

Donations for both the 
Backpacks of Hope and 
Baskets of Hope are 
accepted year-round at 
The Chamber of Southern 
Saratoga County office 
located at 58 Clifton 
Country Rd, Suite 102, 
in Clifton Park. For more 
information, please contact 
the chamber at www.
southernsaratoga.org. n

Backpacks of Hope
By Jenna Caputo

 HISTORY

This photograph shows five men and a child outside the Blacksmith and 
Carriage Shop on Old Route 146 in Clifton Park Village circa 1890. The sign 
reads “Smith & Carriage Shop.” Two carriages sit to the right. n

Smith & Carriage Shop
Contributed by the Town of Clifton Park History Collection

NURSERY - GRADE 10

150 Corlaer Ave.
Schenectady, NY
518-370-0366

BrownSchool.org

FOR DETAILS CONTACT: 

Barb Schrader | Publisher
518.926.0727 | bschrader@bestversionmedia.com

www.bestversionmedia.com
“Bringing Neighbors Together”

We help businesses target and 
penetrate the most affluent buyers 
in the marketplace with a positive, 

relevant, and family-friendly magazine.

IS YOUR MARKETING
ON TARGET?
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Find Out What Your Clifton Park 
Home  Is Worth Online! 

 
Real Estate Broker/Owner  
Miranda Real Estate Group, Inc. 
wmiranda@mrgteam.com  
 

Willie Miranda 

518-376-1073

Visit: www.518HomeValue.com

This is not intended to solicit properties listed for sale. 

Mabel MP Cheng MD, PLLC
Board Certified Ophthalmologists

Mabel MP Cheng &  
Nicole A Lemanski  

3140 Troy Schenectady Rd, 
Niskayuna NY 12309

518-782-7777
www.mabelchengmd.com

SPECIALIZING IN: No stitch small incision and bladeless cataract surgery with 
reduced or eliminated need for glasses, laser surgery for glaucoma and refractive 
surgery (LASIK and PRK), dry eye, glaucoma and macular degeneration management, 
diabetic retinopathy, and other diseases of the eye. Also performing cosmetic 
procedures such as Botox injections and Pelleve skin tightening for facial wrinkles.

Board certified eye physicians and 
surgeons offering comprehensive 

eye care with cutting edge medical 
technologies to the greater Capital 

District for more than 25 years. 

Accepting new patients & most insurances

Be glasses 
free with 
LASIK 
today

Tired of your glasses? 


